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Lesson for July 8 in this issue 


Lesson 2.—Asa Relies on God. 
2 Chronicles 14 to 16. 
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After Surrender 


By Bertha Gerneaux Woods 


HOU givest greatly! Mine so small a 
gift — 
The present of myself — at thy dear feet ! 
Yet now new glory floods each day that 
dawns, 
And all the outdoor world is doubly sweet. 


More fragrance in my lemon lilies, and 
More music in the little brook’s soft tones, 
That makes its winding silver way beneath 
The dogwood trees and over shining 
stones. 


Dear reassurance for that old sharp dread 
Lest hurt should touch my loved ones — 
peace from Thee ; 
For ashes, beauty ; and for heaviness 
Of heart, Thy joy! Oh, wondrous alchemy} 


yg 
“Prosperity by Destfuction” 


Man’s plans when God is left out are 
not likely to be suctessful. Economic the- 
orists, including some unbelievers and athe- 
ists, are telling various nations how to bring 
back prosperity. One of these plans is 


= 
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the simple method of increasing prices by 
destroying or preventing crops. The Globe, 
of Toronto, recently published an editorial 
on this with the title “Prosperity by De- 
struction,” and raised a question as to the 
wisdom of destroying nature’s provision for 
feeding men. A later editorial in that clear- 
seeing newspaper is entitled “The Blessing 
of Scarcity,” which makes the following 
comment: “Some of us who still believe 
that the earth and the fullness thereof were 
the gift of an All-Wise Creator, to be used 
by man for his bodily needs to the limit of 
their possibilities, are bewildered when the 
economists tell us that is an outworn the- 
ory.” The Globe notes that “Man has not 
paid much heed” to these theoretical econ- 
omists, “but the scorching winds, the dust 
storms, and the grasshoppers stirring in the 
prairie soil seem to have heard and heeded 
the message. The world’s wheat carry- 
over on August 1, 1935, is likely to be at 
least 200,000,000 bushels less than the statis- 
ticians estimated, and the blessing of scarc- 
ity will be ours.” More than once the Bible 
tells us that “the Lord shall laugh” at the 
works of unbelievers. Is this one of those 


times ? 
= 
Light Afflictions 


Are we trusting and praising God for 
the light afflictions we are having? Per- 
haps we answer, “But my afflictions are 
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not light; they are desperately heAvy.” Dr. 
James M. Gray, in a recent address at 
the Columbia Bible College Conference, 
noted that “Paul’s afflictions were not what 
most of us would call light — but he did.” 
“We are,” said Paul, “troubled on every 
side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, 
but not in despair; persecuted, but not’ 
forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed... 
alway delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake.” 
And again: “In stripes above measure, 
in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of 
the Jews five times received I forty stripes 
save one, Thrice was I beaten with rods, 
once was I stoned, thrice I suffered ship- 
wreck, a night and a day I have been in 
the deep; in journeyings often, in perils 
of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils 
by mine own countrymen, in perils by the 
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in 
the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren; in weariness and 
painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger 
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness” (2 Cor. 11: 23-27). Are our 
afflictions heavier than Paul’s? Yet he 
says of his: “Our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory.” The glory is big, the affliction 
little; the affliction is momentary, the glory 
is eternal: that is the way they will be 
seen when we receive the weight of glory 
that is being worked out for us now by 
our light affliction, 


The Worst Thing That Can Happen to Us 


HETHER put into definite words. 
W «: not, probably every life has its 

own peculiar dread of something 
it considers the worst thing that can hap- 
pen to it. 

For one, it is the loss of possessions. 
That possibility clouds more or less all 
his life. Another, much as he prizes pos- 
sessions, would let his wealth go at once 
if it came to a choice between that and 
bereavement. He feels that he could still 
go on if only some one person were left 
to go on with him. Others envisage as the 
most dreaded of all possibilities the sick- 
ness which would end all freedom of activ- 
ity and perhaps subject them to weeks and 
months of pain. Or the loss of popularity, 
being relegated to obscurity after years 
of publicity and power and praise, is a 
bitterness almost insupportable to some in 
our day, especially when ‘ds ‘never before 
one of the most eagerly coveted rewards of 
life is to be noticed by the world. Age 
and loneliness cast their shadows over many 


hearts. And when success is on every- 
body’s lips, failure is to too many the very 
synonym for extinction, 

But even with all these dreads realized, 
hosts of people have.still gone on and 
found something to live for. Even with 
all these, the worst has not yet come. The 
sharpest pain still remains to be spoken 
of. Or, we might better say, the dullest 
pain. For there is a strange, dull, steady 
ache and want which may overspread the 
whole of life, always there, and yet men 
hardly know what is the matter. It is 
the absence of God. 

Samson, happy and seemingly secure in 
his strength, did not know at first what 
had happened to him. .To be sure, he felt 
some wumnusual lassitude, but he said, “I 
will go out as at other times before, and 
shake myself.” And it would all pass off, 
thought this athlete of Israei. But this 
time was not as other times. It did not 
pass off. Some deep cleavage had silently 
struck down between this and other times. 
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He knew not that the Lord had departed 
from him. 

One of the saddest cries of the Bible, 
that great anthology of cries, is that of 
Saul at Endor. Trifling with the divine 
will and guidance often enough, he yet 
felt that he could take care of that and 
come back to it whenever he chose. Ignor- 
ing the faithful friendship of Samuel, — 
well, he could make up for that later. 
The good will of the people, who were 
willing to do anything for him, he had 
not cherished and treated reverently. He 
was like a minister of our own time with 
many gifts and’ personal graces, of whom, 
when they had to part company with him, 
one of his parishioners had to say: “We 
were ready to follow him anywhere, but 
we found he was not going anywhere.” 

Saul had depreciated the friendship of 
David. Oh, David would always come 
again! He could have him any time. And 
now at last events have focussed, come to 
a head, and Saul tries to summon these 
old helps; and they do not come. For at 
last there was nothing for them to come to. 

Then in some moment of clarity, like the 
last bright upflickering of a lamp that is 
going out, Saul knows what has happened. 
“God is departed from me, and answer- 
eth me no more, neither by prophets, nor 
by dreams.” 

That is the worst that can happen to 
anybody. And everybody can make sure 
that the worst never happens to him. 

Was there some poignant flash of re- 
membrance of all this that came back to 
David in his sin, and of how in his young 
fresh days he had resolved that this should 
never happen to him? And now that same 
thing was right here. And in one swift 
act he turned it aside and broke straight 
into the great contrition: “Cast me not 
away from: thy presence; and take not thy 
holy spirit from me.” Anything but that! 

There are men and women who can 
calmly see every success and prominence 
and popularity fade; but with God departed 
from them they know there is nothing 
left for them but the awful, mechanical 
on-go of a life whose force is now cut 
off, just a mechanism now swiftly running 
down, and the sooner the better. 

Amid all the mixture of motives in men 
it does us good to hear said of a man 
what the discerning assistant of a great 
metropolitan preacher said some years ago 
of his chief at the height of his influence 
and deserved fame. Some one was speak- 
ing of how happy that man must be. And 
the assistant said: “Yes. And that man 
would be just as happy if all this fame 
and notice departed and he found himself 
having to do his work anywhere. It would 
be all the same to him.” 

Keep the gift of knowing when some 
fine thing is being lost. Is some impalpable, 
indescribable thing that we know to be 
the very heart and nerve of our life begin- 
ning to get dim? Then drop all else and 
make straight for it. John spoke of “the 
anointing which ye have received.” Then 
that enables you to see when the best and 
holiest is endangered. 

It is heartening to remember one of 
the best of our public men, Henry Grady 
of Georgia, who put new life and hope into 
his own people of the South. One day, 
just when of all men he would have seemed 
the last who needed to be troubled about 
it, when to an amazing and deserved de- 
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gree popularity and confidence and honor 
and affection had become his lot, right in 
the midst of all that, Grady shut the door 
on it all and listened to some obscure 
prompting of his own heart which made 
him wonder if he was not losing something 
of what used to be the finest he had ever 
felt in his life. Could it be? “No one 
else had noticed it. But yes, he felt that 
it was so. And with that he dropped every- 


(Concluded on page 414) 
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N NO year of its long life of three- 

quarters of a century has THe Sunpay 
ScHoo, TIMEs had greater reason than to- 
day to be thankful for the Lord’s sustain- 
ing care. 


The depression has created widespread 
difficulties that have increased rather than 
decreased during the four years. Every 
Christian enterprise knows this, and every 
business organization. Yet during the 
darkness and uncertainties and pressure 
of these years the Lord has made it pos- 
sible for THE SunpAy ScHooL TIMEs not 
only to continue its ministry unimpaired, 
but even to put into effect improvements 
that have met with enthusiastic apprecia- 
tion from the readers. 

During all this time far-reaching economic 
changes have affected the whole business 
world, including all publishing activities. 
The National Recovery Act, as is well 
known, has increased the cost of production, 
and consequently has increased the price 
of products. On account of general busi- 
ness conditions affecting severely the type 
of concerns that had made generous use 
of the advertising columns of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo, TiMEs in earlier years, there has 
been a heavy reduction in the amount of 
advertising carried in these columns, and, 
since this is a large and important part of 
the paper’s income, drastic reduction in 
expenses have not equaled the reductions 
in income. 

And now the Publisher and the Editor 
of this paper whose subscribers feel them- 
selves to be a real Family, world-wide in 
extent, and bound together in the faith 
and service of the Lord Jesus Christ, look 
confidentiy to that Family for a bit of co- 
operation that will safeguard the ministry 
of the Times. Surely no paper could ask 
for a more convincing expression of the 
loyalty and love of its readers than has 
come in a continual stream of letters from 
every part of North America and the 
world; and these letters have never been 
more enthusiastic than today. The Man- 
agement is assured that this great Family 
of readers would not wish to see any limi- 
tation put upon the production of the T1MEs 
that would lessen its usefulness. If all 
will co-operate in the way now suggested, 
the proper relation between expense and 
income will be assured by a very slight 
increase in the subscription rates, of about 
half-a-cenc a week, or 25 cents a year. 
Even though this increase is small in 
itself, it will apparently do all that is 
needed in the way of offsetting the changed 
business conditions under which THE SuN- 
pAY SCHOOL TIMES must now operate. The 
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new subscription rate, to go into effect with 
the first issue of August, will thus be $2.25 
a year, and the club rate $1.75 a year for 
each subscription. For Canadian subscrip- 
tions add 25 cents for postage to these 
rates; for foreign subscriptions add 50 
cents for postage. 


Keeping in mind that THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Times is published every week, 
giving its subscribers 52 separate issues 
every year, it will be noted that the new 
subscription rate is low as compared with 
the rates charged for many monthly peri- 
odicals, published only twelve times a year. 

The Publisher and the Editor thank the 
Family now in advance for their assured 
co-operation. Indeed, will you not make 
a special effort in these days when spiritual 
needs are greater than ever, when the 
riches of God’s Word are more than ever 
the solution of personal problems and fruit- 
ful service, and when Modernism is enter- 
ing more disastrously than ever into so 
many Sunday school lesson helps and other 
religious journals, to share with your 
friends and fellow workers whatever bless- 
ings you have found in this paper and 
bring them into the Times Family as new 
subscribers ? 

The enemy has come in like a flood, as 
the Lord said he would. Let us all enlist 
as never before under the Lord’s standard, 
determined not merely to hold our own but 
to engage in a great forward movement 
under the standard of the never-defeated 
Captain of our salvation. For “when the 
enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit 
of the Lord shall lift up a standard against 
him” (Isa. 59: 19). 
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Was the Betrayer Recognized ? 


In John 13, after Jesus gives Judas the 
sop to identify the traitor, I would suppose 
the disciples would then have known who 
it was. Yet verses 28, 29 lead one to sup- 
pose they were still in doubt—A California 
reader. 


The preceding verses in the passage that 
records this incident show why the dis- 
ciples did not then recognize Judas Iscariot 
as the betrayer. Our Lord had said to 
them all: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
that one of you shall betray me. Then the 
disciples looked one on anather, doubting 
of whom he spake. Now there was lean- 
ing on Jesus’ bosom one of his disciples, 
whom Jesus loved. Simon Peter therefore 
beckoned to him, that he should ask who 
it should be of whom he spake. He then 
lying on Jesus’ breast saith unto him, Lord, 
who is it? Jesus answered, He it is, to 
whom I shall give a sop, when I have dip- 
ped it. And when he had dipped the sop, 
he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son- of 
Simon” (John 13: 21-26). 

Evidently our Lord told John only the 
meaning of the giving of the sop, for it 
is apparent that Peter’s suggestion was 
made to John in an undertone, and our 
Lord’s reply to John’s question seems to 
have been confidential. For this reason, 
when our Lord said to Judas, “That thou 
doest, do quickly,” we can understand why 
“no man at the table knew for what intent 
he spake this unto him.” 
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Abraham's Journeys in the Light of Archeology 


Following in the footsteps of a great feudal lord 
| with vast flocks and numbers of retainers 


By James L. Kelso, D.D. 











N JULY the Kyle Memorial Expedi- 

] tion begins the excavation of the ancient 
city of Bethel. Since the Bible first 

mentions Bethel in connection with Abra- 
ham (Gen. 12:8), it is fitting that we 
study that great “father of the faithful,” 
as archeology has recently thrown new 
light upon him and his times. 

Abraham’s home city of Ur of the Chal- 
dees is one of the major archeological ex- 
cavations of recent years, and the light 
these excavations throw on early history 
is phenomenal. The excavator, C. Leon- 
ard Woolley, has written fascinating popu- 
lar books on the discoveries at Ur. 

The data relative to Abraham’s stay in 
Haran are of a technical nature. This 
district was inhabited by Hurrian peoples, 
who seem to be one of the great inter- 
mediaries of their day, as the Greeks were 
at a later period. A study of their laws 
has thrown light upon the peculiar custom 
of adoption, such as we see in Abraham’s 
adoption of Eliezer of Damascus (Gen. 
15:2), and in the strange episode of 
Rachel’s theft of her father’s household 
gods (Gen. 31: 10f.). This latter passage 
had always been an enigma for Bible 
scholars, but a study of the Hurrian laws 
has made it all quite plain, for under that 
code the possession of the household gods 
was a legal necessity, if Rachel’s hus- 
band was to be an heir in Haran. 
Thanksgiving for Journeying Mercies 

Upon Abraham’s entry into the land of 
Canaan the first city mentioned is She- 
chem (Gen. 12:6), where he built an 
altar and where God promised to give 
him Palestine. Shechem is the natural 
geographic capital of Palestine, for from 
it or near it radiate most of the lines of 
communication in Palestine. Shechem is 
now being excavated by German Scholars. 
It is interesting to note that the modern 
Arabic name of the site means “oak.” 
Abraham then continued down the ridge 
road to the mountain on the east of Bethel, 
where he again erected an altar unto Je- 
hovah. From this point he moved to the 
extreme south part of Palestine, that is, 
the Negeb, which ever after, along with 
the hill country about Hebron, became his 
personal homeland. 

The Negeb (commonly translated south 
or south country in the English versions) 
is literally the “dry land,” so called because 
it is subject to droughts. The Negeb may 
be roughly described as the broad rolling 
valleys about Beersheba. The soil is ex- 
cellent, and when visited by good rains 
produces phenomenal stands of grain. Isaac 
once reaped a hundredfold (Gen. 26: 12). 
But the good years alternate with tragic 
years of drought, when the whole land- 
scape is one barren fallow field and all 
the population with their flocks and herds 
is forced to move northward in search 
of food. It was one of these droughts that 
compelled Abraham on his entry into Pal- 
estine to pass on through the Negeb into 
Egypt. 


Dr. Kelso is now on his way to Pales- 
tine to begin, as he says in this article, 
the excavations at Bethel under the 
auspices of the Kyle Memorial Expedi- 
tion. Such work as this is indeed a 
fitting memorial to the late Dr. Kyle, 
who had hoped to continue his studies 
in the Holy Land this summer. The 
Expedition was announced in a recent 
issue of the Times, and, while a large 
part of the fund needed has been con- 
tributed, it is not yet complete. Thoso 
who would like to have a share in this 
important excavation may send gifts 
to the Treasurer of the Kyle Memorial 
Expedition, J. L. Kelso, in care of 
Pittsburgh- Xenia Theological Semi- 
nary, Pittsburgh, Pa. 








Upon his return to Palestine Abraham 
moved north into the good summer pas- 
ture lands of Bethel, and at this point in 
the Bible narrative we are surprised to 
find the flocks of Abraham and Lot so vast 
that the two men are forced to separate 
in order to find pasturage for their flocks. 
It is a hint of what we learn in the four- 
teenth chapter of Genesis, that Abraham 
was a great feudal lord with vast numbers 
of retainers, 

Lot chose the Jordan valley, for it looked 
to him like the finest farming land in 
Palestine and indeed it was, although its 
days of prosperity were already numbered. 
To use a figure from the Book of Daniel, 
the hand of judgment was already writ- 
ing on the wall of the great Jordan canyon. 
In the earlier days this Jordan valley had 
been the home of irrigated wheat culture, 
and the population of the Jordan valley was 
never so great as in the days before Abra- 
ham. The largest city on the Sea of Gal- 
ilee does not date from the prosperous days 
of the New Testament or its succeeding 
Byzantine prominence, but rather it is the 
city of Beth-yerah already old and declin- 
ing in Abraham’s day. 

Farming the Hill Country 

Scientific farming, however, was showing 
the farmer how to adapt his grain to the 
non-irrigated lands of Palestine and so the 
farmers were turning to the hill country 
and the plains, for here they could get 
almost as good crops as in the Jordan 
valley, while at the same time they would 
be released from the tragic, debilitating 
climate of the Jordan valley, especially 
that section of it which Lot chose. Mili- 
tary troubles, too, were soon to destroy the 
pre-eminence of the Jordan valley, for 
shortly after Abraham’s time came the 
great Hyksos invasion of Palestine, which 
so completely destroyed the great cities of 
the Jordan valley that only a few of them 
such as Jericho and Beth-shan ever arose 
from their ashes. The cataclysm of the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah had, 
of course, already before the Hyksos .time 
destroyed these cities south of the Dead 
Sea. Thus future history wrote complete 
failure over the choice of Lot, whereas 





the hill country which Lot had rejected 
came into its own after Abraham’s day. 
Indeed Israel’s history is essentially the- 
history of a “hill people.” 

From Bethel Abraham moved southward 
to Mamre near Hebron, and from this 
time on this site seems to serve as his 
summer headquarters, 

Archeology within the last few years has 
lifted the mystery out of Genesis 14. The 
reason for this military invasion was never 
known until the copper mines of Edom 
and Moab were recently discovered. Now 
everything becomes self-evident, for cop- 
per was the one absolute essential for 
war since iron was as yet an unknown 
metal. Genesis 14:14 had always been 
an enigma to translators since they did 
not know the meaning of the key Hebrew 
word in the verse, “Hanikim.” They 
translated it by conjecture as “trained 
men,” but now archeology has made this 
word common to us and it means “chariot 
warrior.” So here we see Abraham, the 
great feudal lord and military chieftain, 
whose chariot corps alone numbers three 
hundred and eighteen men. The chariot, 
which had been invented sometime before 
Abraham’s day, was the great military 
weapon with which the world had been 
turned upside down with more tragic con- 
sequences than the recent World War. 


Abraham’s Undrawn Sword 


These new data also throw new light 
on the spiritual character of Abraham, for 
although he is a great military figure he 
does not seek to secure Palestine for him- 
self by the power of the sword, but he 
patiently waits to receive it by faith as 
a peaceful gift from God. His sympathetic 
attitude toward the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem, Hebron, and Beersheba also takes on 
new significance. The only recorded use 
of Abraham’s military power is for the 
rescue of Lot. 

Melchizedek, king of Salem (that is, Je- 
rusalem), is still a figure of mystery and 
probably always will be. This is due 
primarily to the complete destruction of 
that section of Jerusalem which had been 
the old Canaanite city. Simon, one of 
the Maccabean rulers of the Jews, for mili- 
tary purposes threw all of this section of 
Jerusalem into the Kidron and Tyropean 
valleys. 

The archeological findings on the de- 
struction of Sodom and Gomorrah have 
been so well told by the late Dr. Kyle 
that there is no need to repeat them. Gen- 
esis 20:1 brings us to a strange phase in 
Abraham’s life. Here we find him in the 
barren Sinai desert, south of Kadesh- 
barnea and near the Egyptian frontier at 
Shur, close to the present Suez Canal. 
Only strong military pressure could ever 
have driven Abraham from the Hebron 
and Beersheba districts into this barren 
Sinai country. Like the children of Israel, - 
he, too, was for a time a wanderer in the 
wilderness. This is one of the episodes 
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in his life for which we crave more knowl- 
édge. 

' After the birth of Isaac, Beersheba be- 
comes the normal winter headquarters of 
Abraham. Here we see him as a wheat 
farmer. The grain is sown during the 
winter rains and harvested just after the 
close of the spring showers. As soon as 
these latter rains stop the Negeb becomes 
one vast, brown, ,fallow field, and most of 
the flocks must be moved north into the 
hill country; and so in the summer Abra- 
ham moved his flocks and herds up into 
the Hebron highlands for summer pastur- 
age and at Mamre, near Hebron, made 
his summer headquarters. 

The beautiful Arabic building called the 
“Dome of the Rock” in the ancient Temple 
area at Jerusalem doubtless encloses the 
great rock upon which Abraham was about 
to offer up Isaac when God substituted a 
ram. After this episode the young Isaac 
takes the center of the picture and Abra- 
ham goes into the background. 

Abraham and Sarah are probably buried 
under the Mosque at Hebron, which is built 
upon the supposed site of the cave of Mach- 
pelah. Mohammedan fanaticism, of course, 
prevents any acheological research of the 
cave, and so we must wait for some future 
time for archeology to verify or reject the 
definite identification of this site. 


A Gevernor’s Signet Ring 


T TELL EL-AJJUL near Gaza the 

tomb of the Egyptian governor of that 
city under Tut-ankh-amen has been discov- 
ered and his official gold signet ring was 
one of the finds. 

On the summit of Jebel Siyaghah, that 
is, Mount Nebo in Moab, an early Byzan- 
tine church has been excavated. This 
church is of course, commemorative of 
Moses’ experience at this point. From 
this site the whole Jordan valley can be 
seen, together with the mountains of Her- 
mon, Gilead, Tabor, Ebal, and Gerizim. 
The Dead Sea is visible as far as En-gedi. 


we 


A Persian Palace of Ezra’s Time 


HE excavations at Tell ed-Duweir are 

proving quite productive for Biblical 
cross references. It is the site of ancient 
Lachish, one of the most important cities 
in southern Palestine. It is of double in- 
terest to us because of its relationship to 
Sennacherib’s invasion of Palestine in the 
days of Hezekiah and Isaiah, as recorded 
in the Biblical narrative and as portrayed 
by the Assyrian sculptors on the great bas- 
relief of Sennacherib’s palace in Assyria. 
The top stratum of the mound revealed a 
Persian palace dating from the fifth cen- 
tury B. C. Since this period of Palestine 
history is little known archeologically, it 
helps us greatly by the new light which it 
throws upon the period of Ezra and Nehe- 
miah. <A seal belonging to Shebna has 
been found. Whether this is the same 
Shebna of which Isaiah speaks, as being 
high up in government circles, is uncer- 
tain, From the early history of the city 
we unexpectedly find the presence of Hur- 
rian influence. This brings up at once the 
question as to whether or not these peo- 
ples were related to the Haran district and 
to the time of Abraham. 
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A Massive Israelite Tower 


AMARIA continues to yield interesting 

data. A great semicircular tower, 
which probably dates from the time of 
Jeroboam II, is by far the best piece of 
Israelite construction that has yet been 
found. A small fragment of an Assyrian 
royal inscription was discovered, but it has 
not yet been published. 

Calneh (Amos 6:2; Isa. 10:9) is being 
excavated by the Oriental Institute of Chi- 
cago. It is located in northern Assyria 
between Alcppo and Antioch. At Antioch 
a stadium dating from 81 A. D. has been 
found. 
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Water for Nineveh 


ROM Iraq comes a detailed description 
of an aqueduct built by Sennacherib 
and containing his inscriptions. It was a 
part of Nineveh’s water supply. Thus the 
Assyrians were forerunners of the Romans. 
From the temple of the god Nebo in the 
palace of Sargon II comes a complete list 
of Assyrian kings from about 3,000 B. C. 
up to the eighth century B. C. The de- 
tailed technical information from this in- 
scription gives us the best chronological 
data yet found for synchronizing the dates 
of Biblical history and Assyrian history. 
PITTSBURGH. 








Do We Face War as 


Gathering in the harvest before 
the coming storm 


We Return to Belgium? 


By Edith F. Norton 




















NE is no longer considered an 
O alarmist if he speaks of the im- 

minence of war in Europe; indeed 
the psychology that has long animated the 
despairing peoples of Europe, pushing them 
toward armed conflict as the only escape 
from intolerable conditions, has even be- 
gun to evidence itself in the thought and 
speech of a body of the American people. 
Therefore, we are followed soberly and 
understandingly, when we say that in re- 
turning to Belgium, after a year’s sojourn 
in America, we are returning to inevitable 
war, with its accompanying horror and 
miseries. 

In a recent book, “Can Europe Keep 
the Peace?” by the American author, 
Frank Simonds, than whom no observer 
of world conditions is better informed or 
more intelligent in his analysis, he sets forth 
this unsolvable situation with a clarity 
and force that make his résumé well worth 
quoting, as corroborative of our own dec- 
larations. He writes: “Anschluss, the 
union of Germany and Austria, would re- 
sult in the creation of a Germany greater 
in area and population than the Hohen- 
zollern Empire of 1914. It would instantly 
threaten the independence, and, in fact, the 
existence of the Czech State. For 
Poland this re-enforcement in power would 
strengthen a Germany resolved to sur- 
press the Corridor and Upper Silesia. For 
France, the union of Germany and Austria 
would swell to more than 70,000,000 the 
population of a state whose numbers now 
vastly exceed the 40,000,000 of the French 
Republic. . . . It would restore the Mittel 
Europa of the war, to abolish which was 
one of the major war aims of France from 





Mr. and Mrs. Norton have just 
arrived in Belgium, to take up 
again the work which is so well 
known to Times readers. The 
needs of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion are more pressing than ever, 
and thcse who would like to share 
in the work may send gifts to the 
Treasurer, C. G. Trumbull, 325 
N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 











1914 to 1918. It would, in sum, place the 
hegemony of Europe within German reach 
and thus reduce France for all future time 
to the condition and servitude of a sec- 
ond-class power. For Italy the Anschluss 
would bring even more immediate perils. 
The frontiers of the greater Germany 
would join Italian in regions where a Ger- 
man minority still cries out against Italian 
annexation. By contrast, the present eco- 
nomic condition of Germany and Austria 
is one of utter and apparent irremediable 
misery. Thus the collision of rights is 
again unmistakable. Viewed objectively, 
the rights and wrongs take on the same 
aspect. The tragic reality is that these 
rights, equally appealing, these wrongs, 
similarly impressive, can lead only to war. 
For they are authentic rights and wrongs 
and are, therefore, beyond the remedy of 
solutions based upon abstract principles 
and academic formulas.” 

We are not citing this author for the 
purpose of crystallizing and augmenting 
the fearful apprehensions of our readers, 
but to add emphasis to our plea for prayer- 
ful support as we return to. the field. 
“Brethren, the time is short” is no mean- 
ingless combination of words, at this time; 
it is stark reality, and the brevity of the 
period left for missionaries to perform 
their tasks makes one feel that all of 
strength, yes, life itself, must be poured 
out without measure or calculation, that 
the work of evangelizing may be carried 
forward while it is yet today. 

Especially are we desirous of pressing 
forward in Belgium, in view of the rich 
fruitage rewarding our efforts there. Good 
news comes continually in letters from the 
field. The posts have multiplied until today 
they number’ sixty-one. Several new 
workers have been taken on, despite the 
depreciated incomes of the present workers, 
— this at their own expressed desire. One 
thing most heartening is the fact that Burg- 
omaster Max, the war hero Mayor of Brus- 
sels, has again accorded us permission to 
hold our open-air meetings all over Brus- 
sels. Such permission: has been refused 
to all other organizations because of the 
constant danger of Communist propaganda 
or interference. “You are not afraid to 

(Concluded on page 414) 
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Spurgeon—A Great Man in a Great Age 


His illustrious contemporaries in many fields of culture 





By W. Graham Scroggie, D.D. 















period was little, for, without exag- 

geration, it may be said of the two 
generations of his lifetime that no similar 
period has ever produced so many distin- 
guished men in every walk of life. 

Spurgeon was born twenty-nine years 
after Nelson triumphed at Trafalgar; nine- 
teen years after Wellington won at Water- 
loo; two years after the death of Sir 
Walter Scott; one year after the death of 
William Wilberforce; and in the year of 
his birth Robert Morrison of China and 
William Carey of India died. When Spur- 
geon was born William IV had been on 
the throne of Great Britain for four years, 
and three years later the beautiful Vic- 
toria became Queen, and survived him by 
nine years. 

In the political realm Spurgeon’s con- 
temporaries were Wellington, Palmerston, 
Peel, Russell, Disraeli, Cobden, Gladstone, 
Bright, Canning, and Salisbury. In educa- 
tion, Thomas Arnold at Rugby was infus- 
ing a new tone and spirit into public school 
life; while at Oxford Benjamin Jowett 
was leading in University reform. Sculp- 
ture and painting were adorned and ad- 
vanced by men like Edwin Landseer, Fred- 
erick Leighton, John Everett Millais, 
Dante Gabriel Rossetti, J. M. W. Turner, 
G. F. Watts, Constable, and Holman Hunt. 


The 19th Century Firmament 

Thomas Clarkson, Earl Shaftesbury, and 
Fowler Buxton were fighting the battle 
for the slaves’ emancipation; and Florence 
Nightingale at Scutari was introducing an 
element of humanity into the ghastly deso- 
lation of war. In the realm of science 
Charles Darwin and Herbert Spencer were 
propounding their evolutionary sheories, 
Sir Richard Owen was talking on com- 
parative anatomy, Sir John Herschel was 
interpreting the heavens and laying the 
basis of photographic processes, Michael 
Faraday was pioneering in electricity and 
magnetism, Sir Charles Lyell was breaking 
new ground in geology, Lord Lister was 
laying the foundation of antiseptic surgery, 
Lord Kelvin and John Tyndall, famous 
physicists, were making great discoveries. 

And how rich also in Spurgeon’s time 
was the field of literature. One has only 
to mention Dickens, and Wordsworth, and 
Carlyle, and the Brownings, and Thack- 
eray, and Tennyson, and Macaulay, and 
Rossetti, and De Quincy, and Coleridge, 
and George Meredith, and Southey, and 
Ruskin, and George Eliot, and Lord Lytton, 
to see that it was an age of English liter- 
ature outmatching even the Elizabethan. 

Massive music and moving melody were 
being given to the world by Mendelssohn, 
and Chopin, and Gounod, and Elgar, and 
Sullivan; by Jenny Lind, and Adelina 
Patti, and Madam Melba. 

Nor was the period less distinguished in 
the realm of missionary enterprise and 
devotion. Great men and women were 
making Church history in every part of 


G  reriod was was not big because his 


“I never saw or heard Spurgeon,” 
said Prime Minister Ramsay Mac- 
Donald recently, “but like millions of 
people, I have felt his influence. There 
is a scene associated with Spurgeon in 
my mind. On Sundays, long ago, I used 
to sit by the firesides of the fishermen 
at the place where I was born. There 
was one who used to edge near to a 
small table on which was a pamphlet. 
Always his remark when he reached 
for it was, ‘Just listen to this.’ Then 
he would read passages of Spurgeon’s 
terse, homely English. . . . In every 
corner of the world men utter Spur- 
geon’s name in gratitude, thankfulness, 
and reverence. We might say of him, 
‘Thou shouldest be living in this hour. 
England has need of thee, Spurgeon.’” 

In this fourth article of his series Dr. 
Scroggie shows that “Spurgeon was 
not a mountain among hills, but an 
Everest in a Himalayan range of moun- 
tains.” The series will be continued in 
next week’s issue. 








the world. Duff and Scudder were in 
India; Hudson Taylor was in China; Hep- 
burn and Verbeck were in Japan; Moffatt, 
Livingstone, Mackay, Pilkington, and 
Arnot were in Africa; Keith Falconer was 
in Arabia; and Chalmers and Paton were 
in the islands of the seas. 

And when we come to theology and 
the pulpit we find, as Spurgeon’s con- 
temporaries, more men of outstanding 
eminence than in any other two consecu- 
tive generations. Dr. Stalker has said: 

“All historians of preaching are agreed 
that the nineteenth century has been an 
epoch of unsurpassed maturity and pro- 
ductiveness. It has been a period when 
the human mind has blossomed in every 
direction, and preaching has both enriched 
itself from the progress of investigation 
and discovery, and risen to the demands 
coming from every side.” 


In Calvin’s House 


On the Continent was creative Christian 
thinking and preaching. In Germany Tho- 
luck, and Krummacher, and Luthardt, and 
Frommel were his contemporaries. In 
Holland were van Oosterzee and Kuyper. 
In France were Pressensé, both preacher 
and Church historian, and the incomparable 
Adolphe Monod. And in Switzerland 
were César Malan, Frédéric Godet, and 
Merle d’Aubigné. The latter lived in Cal- 
vin’s house in Geneva, and entertained 
Mr. Spurgeon in his historic home. 

In North America Spurgeon’s contempo- 
raries included such theologians as the two 
Hodges of Princeton; such preachers, 
among Episcopalians, as Bishop Phillips 
Brooks, among Baptists, as John A. 


Broadus, and among Congregationalists, as 
Henry Ward Beecher; and such mighty 
evangelists as Charles G. Finney and 
Dwight L. Moody. 

But it is in the homeland that we see 
how rich in scholarship, leadership, and 
pulpit power was Spurgeon’s period. 


In the Irish Episcopal Church were E. 
H. Plumptre, J. H. Bernard, and William 
Alexander. In Wales were the dulcet 
voices of Christmas Evans and Heber 
Evans. In Scotland, justly famed for great 
preaching, were Thomas Chalmers and 
Robert Murray McCheyne during the 
years of Spurgeon’s boyhood, while con- 
temporary with him in the pulpit were the 
great Doctors Robert Candlish, Thomas 
Guthrie, Norman Macleod, John Caird; 
George Matheson, James MacGregor, John 
Cairns, John Ker, and, in the latter period 
of his ministry, such men as Rainy and 
Alexander Whyte. 

England also, at that time, had many 
world-famous theologians and preachers. 
At about the time of Spurgeon’s birth Dr. 
Pusey was dominating at Oxford, and the 
“Tracts for the Times,” of the Oxford 
Movement, were being written. Bishop 
Colenso was creating a stir by his critical 
examination of the Pentateuch. In the 
Church of England pulpit were F. W. 
Robertson, John Keble, Charles Kingsley, 
Dean Stanley, Frederick Denison Maurice, 
Canon Liddon, Archdeacon Farrar, and, 
until in 1845 he went over to the Church 
of Rome, J. H. Newman. 


Prince of Preachers 


Nor was the Nonconformity of that time 
without its great men. It was the day of 
Oswald Dykes, Thomas Binney, R. W. 
Dale, Joseph Parker, Morley Punchon; 
and among Baptists, “for their number, the 
most fruitful of all,’ says Stalker, were 
Robert Hall, James Wells, John Clifford, 
Alexander Maclaren, and greatest preacher 
of all, in all the world, Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon, 

A preacher may be noted in a place, not 
because he possesses any outstanding abil- 
ity of his own, but because he is surrounded 
by sub-mediocre pulpit ability; and the 
same man in other circumstances might 
scarcely be on the horizon. But Spurgeon 
was not a mountain among hills, but an 
Everest in a Himalayan range of moun- 
tains. From the time he was about six- 
teen years of age he steadily rose to the 
solitary eminence which, by common con- 
sent, belongs to him still. In an age of 
British glory he exercised an influence 
which was second to none, and though 
many reputations of the time are now for- 
gotten, his light shines brighter and 
brighter. 


By rigid self-discipline Spurgeon con- 
trolled his many gifts and used them, 
not for his own, but for God’s glory. 
Of him it was eminently true that, 
since he sought first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, all neces- 
sary things were given him—and 
many more. Dr. Scroggie believes he 
could have excelled in any one of many 
callings, and he proves his point in the 
next article of his series, to be pub- 
lished next week, 
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The Worst Thing That Can 
Happen to Us 
(Concluded from second page) 


thing right where it was and made straight 
for the distant home in which he had been 
brought up. It had been the source of all 
that was best in his life, and there he 
stayed with the one who had put all this 
into his heart years before. He talked it 
all out with her, and did not go back 
until all the best was in full force again. 
He knew what was the worst that could 
happen to him, and he knew how to pre- 
vent it. The worst could never come. 

A Christian man is expected to know 
more than other men. Not about every 
subject that can be named, but about some 
things. And certainly he is expected to 
know and to speak and to act with author- 
ity and firmness and a sense of victory 
about what is the worst than can happen 
to us. And with good cheer. He is not 
expected to argue forever, but to move 
among his fellows as giving a sense of 
what is best in life, as one who is glad 
that he has it, and as one who feels the 
force of it. He meets losses and depriva- 
tions, as other men do, but always there 
remains something more. There is no 
atmosphere of defeat even after much is 
cut off. The best still remains. You 
sense it. When John Wesley came to the 
end of his “unparalleled apostolate,” as 
Augustine Birrell beautifully described it, 
with his eighty-eight years behind him and 
over sixty of unremitting activity and 
service, he was not sighing or longing for 
just one more year, one more of those amaz- 
ing circuits of his. There was no hint of the 
best of his life being in the past. Not at 
all. Great as those triumphant years had 
been, these last hours of his were just as 
good as any. The best was right here 
now, and he closed it all by saying, “The 
best of all is, God is with us.” And when 
Dean Stanley’s devotion put up the tablet 
to the Wesleys in Westminster Abbey, he 
summed up all Wesley’s life in these own 
words of his: “The best of all is, God is 
with us.” And all the worst that can hap- 
pen to us must be judged by that. 


ve 


Do We Face War as We 
Return to Belgium ? 
(Concluded from page 412) 


conduct these meetings in the open this 
summer?” was asked of our delegation. 
Their response can be imagined. So think 
of us throughout the long, sunlit evenings 
of a Belgian summer, holding forth the 
Bread of Life to thousands in the course 
of the season, who will gather around 
us, quietly, thoughtfully, in the shadow 
of another world catastrophe, which to 
them seems so fraught with dire and hide- 
ous potentialities. 

I suppose nothing in connection with the 
Gospel work in Belgium has given us 
keener joy than the conversion of many 
old people, probably hundreds in the his- 
tory of the Mission. Their faces rise be- 
fore us in retrospect: Isoline of Dour, who 
faced poverty and want rather than return 
to the Catholic Church; the Vilains of 
Warquignies,—two old miners; husband 
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and wife brought to Christ after the age 
of seventy. “The Gospel pierced my heart 
when I first heard it in the tent,” said the 
old husband. His old wife, later converted, 
was the first to go Home to Heaven, the 
songs of the Gospel on her dying lips. 
Today they are all three gone to be with 
the Lord. 

But some remain of these old saints, 
new in the faith, but already outstripping 
in Christian experience and Biblical knowl- 
edge veterans of our own American church. 
Such a couple used to beam upon us from 
the front seat of the Ghent meeting hall. 
Two years ago the old wife went home, 
singing her way right up into the gates 
of Heaven; now our old friend, the hus- 
band, eighty-three years of age, can no 
longer care for himself and has had to be 
placed in an oid men’s home. Before he 
was taken there he had had the good for- 
tune to hear, at the Ghent Fall Bible Con- 
ference, Miss Ruth Paxon teaching the 
Book of Ephesians. We see him then, 
this dear, devoted, and ignorant old man, 
first of all in the hospital recovering from 
an accident, Zathering the ward about him 
and expounding to them the mighty truths 
of this Epistle. Now we see him in the 
home,—his earthly sun nearly set, but 
his round, peasant face still beaming and 
eager, irradiated by a heavenly smile —so 
they say who visit him. All day long he 
pours over his Bible and at night gathers 
around him a group of young men and 
teaches them the Word of God. Then he 
prays, and what prayers they are! For the 
Directors and workers of the Mission, for 
his faithful pastor at Ghent, and for all 
the brothers and sisters in the Lord every- 
where, for he feels his kinship with all 
the scattered body of Christ, not forget- 
ting those in America who are helping to 
make possible the conversion of just such 
as he. 

Two sick old people have been on the 
regular visiting list of our worker at Arlon, 
Mr. Neusy, for some time. Now both 
are converted and will no longer permit 
the priest to visit them. One of these 
recently exclaimed, with his old face shin- 
ing with joy, “Now I know that I am one 
of the Good Shepherd’s lambs!” Thus 
quaintly do our “babes in Christ” express 
themselves. Truly a missionary vocation 
is the farthest possible from anything 
stale or trite; every day’s contacts bring 
forth something unexpected and refresh- 
ing. Our same Brother Neusy tells of 
a meeting held recently at Tournai. He 
had been speaking of the present troublous 
events in the light of prophecy. A large 
audience followed his every word with 
deepest attention. Afterward, while he 
was at dinner, a woman called and said 
to him: “I was present this morning and 
I have since been telling all I meet that 
that sermon was worth six months’ sani- 
torium treatment to me. Sir, here are 
a hundred francs for your trip home.” 

A recent convert at Arlon, Mr. V., has 
been greatly grieved that he so far has 
been unable to pray aloud at the prayer 
meetings. So he has decided to “practice 
up” at home, before his own immediate 
family circle. Therefore, at mealtime, in 
lieu of grace, ke launches forth in a lengthy 
prayer, delivered in loud tones suitable to 
the public exercises. Meanwhile his small 
son becomes a bit impatient and remarks, 
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“Father, you forget that we are all very 
hungry !” 

Our colporteurs were not slow to respond 
to the grief of the Belgian people, at the 
time of the death of King Albert, by in- 
tensifying their Scripture distribution. 
Especially were copies of our paper Notre 
Esperance, featuring an article concerning 
the King, eagerly taken — upreaching 
hands from every quarter grasped the Gos- 
pel papers, faster than the worker could 
meet the demand. 

The open-air work, which we so stress, 
is not without its occasionally humorous 
aspect. At Brussels, recently a_ kind- 
hearted spectator went into a near-by drink- 
ing place and returned with a brimming 
stein of beer for the leader of the meeting, 
remarking that his throat must be very dry 
from so much speaking. It was an em- 
barrassing moment, but, in refusing the 
courtesy, Mr. G. pressed a Gospel upon the 
donor, who in his turn hesitated to receive 
it. So for a few moments the exchange 
of courtesies was amusing to witnesses. 

In closing with a quotation from Mr. 
Vansteenberghe, our thoughts go back 
again to the fear that “the time is short,” 
catastrophe awaits. “And now,” writes 
Mr. Vansteenberghe, “we are on the eve 
of the summer campaigns. We trust that 
our new King will not change any of the 
policies of his great and wise father and 
that we shall be able to proceed as before. 
We need your prayers for this important 
work, as the summer campaigns are often 
the channel used to commence a regular 
Gospel work. Pray for us that we may 
stand firm and undismayed by the rumors 
of war that surround us. Europe is in a 
great state of excitement because of the 
impending changes of régime in so many 
lands. Racial, national, and political un- 
rest is increasing; economical conditions 
render the unemployed people desperate 
and prepare them for any wild scheme, 
provided it will bring a change, regardless 
of the fact that it may be a change for 
the worse.” 

But for us “tho sundered far’ —our- 
selves in Belgium, yourselves in America, 
—there is the daily meeting at the Mercy 
Seat and the certainty of speedy reunion 
in His presence. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Victorious Life Conference, 
in Portland, Oregon 


HE Conference already announced for 

August 19-26, in Portland, Oregon, 
among the summer engagements of Charles 
G. Trumbull of THe Sunpay ScHoor 
TIMEs, will be held in the Sunnyside Con- 
gregation Church, of which the pastor is 
Dr. Staub. This conference, as in previous 
summers, brings together the pastors and 
members of many churches, and is under 
the direction of the Rev. Ezra S. Gerig, 
Superintendent of the Union Gospel Mis- 
sion, 21 Southwest Third Avenue, Port- 
land. Mr. Gerig has now been unanimously 
called to be Associate Pastor of the Sunny- 
side Church, where Dr. Staub, its beloved 
pastor from its beginning forty-three years 
ago, has held forth an uncompromising 
testimony to the Word of the Gospel. Mr. 
Gerig will continue to oversee the work 
of the Mission while taking up his church 
duties. 
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LESSON 2. JULY 8 ASA RELIES ON GOD 


International Uniform Lesson.— 2 Chronicles 14 to 16; printed text: 15:1-12 
Golden Text.—The Lord is my helper, and | will not fear what man shall do unto me.—Heb. 13:6 























The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is 2 Chron. 15: 1-12 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

2 Chron. 15:1 And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the 
son of Oded: 

2 And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me, 
Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin; The Lorp is with you, while 
ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but 
if ye forsake him, he will forsake you. 

3 Now for a long season Israel hath been without the true God, 
and without a teaching priest, and without law. 

4 But when they in their trouble did turn unto the Lorp God 
of Israel, and sought him, he was found of them. 

s And in those times there was no peace to him that went out, 
nor to him that came in, but great vexations were upon all the 
inhabitants of the countries. 

6 And nation was destroyed of nation, and city of city: for God 
did vex them with all adversity. 

7 Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be weak: for 
your work shall be rewarded. 

8 And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy of Oded 
the prophet, he took courage, and put away the abominable idols out 
of all the land of Judah and Benjamin, and out of the cities which 
he had taken from mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar of the 
Lorp, that was before the porch of the Lorp. 

9 And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the strangers 
with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and out of Simeon: for 
they fell to him out of Israel in abundance, when they saw that the 
Lorp his God was with him. 

10 So they gathered themselves together at Jerusalem in the third 
month, in the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa. 

11 And they offered unto the Lorp the same time, of the spoil 
which they had brought, seven hundred oxen and seven thousand 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

2. Chron. 15:1 And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the 
son of Oded: 2 and he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, 
Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: Jehovah is with 
you, while ye are with him; and if ye seek him, he will be found 
of you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you. 3 Now for a 
long season Israel was without the true God, and without_a teaching 
priest, and without law: 4 but when in their distress they turned 
unto Jehovah, the God of Israel, and sought him, he was found of 
them. 5 And in those times there was no peace to him that went 
out, nor to him that came in; but great vexations were upon all the 
inhabitants of the lands. 6 And they were broken in pieces, nation 
against nation, and city against city; for God did vex them with 
all adversity, 7 But be ye strong, and let not your hands be slack; 
for your work shall be rewarded. 

8 And when Asa heard these words, ‘and the prophecy of Oded 
the prophet, he took courage, and put away the abominations out of 
all the land of Judah and Benjamin, and out of the cities which he 
had taken from the hill-country of Ephraim; and he renewed the 
altar of Jehovah, that was before the porch of Jehovah. 9 And he 
gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and them that sojourned with 
them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and out of Simeon: for they 
fell to him out of Israel in abundance, when they saw that Jehovah 
his God was with him. 10 So. they gathered themselves together 
at Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth year of the reign 
of Asa. 11 And they sacrificed unto Fa pei in that day, of the 
spoil which they had brought, seven hundred oxen and seven thousand 
sheep. 12 And they entered into the covenant to seek Jehovah, 
the God of their fathers, with all their heart and with all their soul. 








sheep. 


12 And they entered into a covenant to seek the Lorp God of 


1Or, even. 


their fathers with all their heart and with all their soul. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


MERICA needs a prophet Azariah. 

The message he brought to Asa is 

a message for our time. “In those 
times” there was no real peace, but “great 
vexations were upon all the inhabitants of 
the countries . . .; for God did yex them 
with all adversity” (2 Chron. 15:5, 6). 
So has it been in our times. Yet men 
have not recognized that God has any- 
thing to do with depression. This is the 
forgotten factor in the economic ills of 
the world. Would that our own be- 
loved land might turn to the living 
God, whose message to Israel is still the 
message to the nations today. This les- 
son should be a challenge to prayer for 
our land to put away its many idols. It 
is a challenge also to every individual 
Christian to surrender and believe for vic- 
tory. Our God is a God of deliverances 
for the man and for the nation who will 
dare to trust him, 


The Historical Setting 

Abijah’s reign, following Rehoboam’s, 
may be reckoned from 957 to 955 B. C., 
and Asa’s reign of forty-one years from 
955 to 914. The battle with Zerah took 
place between the tenth and fifteenth year 
of his reign. Nadab, the son of Jeroboam, 
reigned over Israel in the second and third 
years of Asa. 


Verse by Verse 
2 Chronicles 15:1.—The Spirtt of God 
came. The Old Testament prophets spake 
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as they were moved by the Holy Spirit (2 
Pet. 1:21; 2 Sam. 23:2). Azariah the 
son of Oded. Mentioned only here. 


Verse 2—Went out to meet Asa. On 
his return from Gerar, six miles south of 
Gaza, where he had won the great victory 
over a million Ethiopians (14:9-15). It 
was a word in season, fitly spoken (Prov. 
15:23; 25:11). Hear ye me, Asa, and all 
Judah and Benjamin. It was to be a pub- 
lic message of commendation and of warn- 
ing, so that the king and all the people 
might know that the victory was God’s 
doing. The Lord is with you, while ye be 
with him—as was proved in this battle 
(14:11). Another truth is that God is 
working for his people even in their re- 
bellion, and by his grace draws them back 
to himself. But he cannot be with those 
who refuse to be with him. If ye seek 
him, he will be found of you (Matt. 7:7; 
Jer. 29:13). If ye forsake him, he will 
forsake you. A solemn warning is needed 
in this moment of triumph. We must 
be for or against God (Matt. 12:30; 
10: 33). 


Verse 3.—Now for a long season Israel 
hath been without the true God. The 
prophet is evidently illustrating from the 
history of Israel the message he has just 
given. He does not refer to the years of 
Asa’s reign that have just passed, but 
rather to all those seasons when Israel for- 
sook God (Judg. 2: 14, 15; 3: 7-0; 1 Kings 
12: 26-33; 14: 22-24). Without a teaching 
priest, and without law. A striking sug- 
gestion that one of the great works of 
the priest was to teach the people God’s 
law (Deut. 17:11; 33:10; Mal, 2:7). 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education, 


Verse 5.—No peace ... but great vex- 
ations were upon all the inhabitants of the 
countries. Referring doubtless to the vari- 
ous tribes of Israel. This was especially 
true in the days of the judges, but con- 
tinued as the inevitable results of sin 
(Judg. 5:6; 6:6; Amos 3:9; Zech. 14: 
13). 

Verse 6.—Nation was destroyed of 
nation, and city of city. Referring figura- 
tively to the tribes of Israel in their civil 
wars. The principle, however, would apply 
to all nations. 


Verse 7.—Be ye strong therefore. Asa 
was to face a greater work at home 
than the conquest of the foreign enemy. 
Your work shall be rewarded. This was a 
direct word from God that Asa could go 
forward confident of certain victory. 


Verse 8.—When Asa heard . .. the 
prophecy of Oded the prophet. The words 
“Azariah the son of” probably dropped out 
of the text. They are included in the Vul- 
gate translation. He took courage, and put 
away the abominable idols. Idolatry had 
a terrific grip on the people, and the 
Asherim and other idols were connected 
with immorality, which has ever been dear 
to human beings not regenerated by the 
Spirit. Cities . . taken from mount 
Ephraim, Probably cities taken by Asa 
(17:2), in addition to those taken by 
Abijah (13:19). Renewed the altar of the 
Lord. This possibly referred to the en- 
larging and rebuilding of the altar in prep- 
aration for the immense sacrifices soon to 
be offered (15:11). 

Verse 9.—Strangers with them out of 
Ephraim and Manasseh. Sojourners, that 
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is, not of Judah, who came to Judah be- 
cause of their loyalty to Jehovah and their 
separation from idols (2 Chron, 11: 16, 17; 
1G: 15 2322; 90: i, §, 13; Bt <9). 

Verse 10.—Gathered . .. in the third 
month, They evidently gathered for the 
Feast of Pentecost. In the fifteenth year 
of the reign of Asa. This apparently fol- 
lowed soon after the defeat of the Ethio- 
pians. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


“Asa relies on God.” And the result is 
a mighty, supernatural victory. If that 
were the whole story concerning Asa, he 
would stand a perpetual and glorious mon- 
ument of a victorious life. But Asa added 
another chapter, and the faithful prophet 
needed to say to him: “Thou hast relied 
on the king of Syria, and not relied on the 
Lord thy God” (2 Chron. 16:7). For 
years Asa was in league with his God. 
Then came Baasha, king of Israel, against 
Judah, and Asa made a league with Ben- 
hadad (son of Hadad —the supreme deity 
of Syria). Asa’s early life proved the 
words of Azariah the prophet that when he 
sought God with his whole heart, God was 
with him; and now he proved the other 
words: “If ye forsake him, he will for- 
sake you.” The choice is clear: to rely 
on the Lord, or to rely on Syria. When 
he relied on the Lord, the huge host of 
the Ethiopians was as nothing before God. 
When he relied on Syria, there was appar- 
ently a temporary victory, but ultimate de- 
feat. Asa’s defeat and Hanani’s rebuke 
give us one of the gems of the Old Testa- 
ment and of the whole Bible — 2 Chronicles 
16:9: “For the eyes of the Lord run to 
and fro throughout the whole earth, to 
shew himself strong in the behalf of them 
whose heart is perfect toward him.” But 
the lesson is not Asa’s defeat, but Asa’s vic- 
tory; and it is written for our learning 
that we may not foolishly forsake God, but 
follow Asa in his putting away of every 
idol, and relying on God. Surrender and 
believe for victory! 


Lesson Outlines 


TureE LirE CHAPTERS 
1. Asa’s Victory (Chap. 14) 
2. Asa’s Revival (Chap. 15) 
3. Asa’s Backsliding (Chap. 16) 


SEEKING AND ForsAKING Gop 

1. Asa relies on God: The prophet 
Azariah meets him returning from God’s 
great victory over the million Ethiopians 
(2 Chron. 14:9 to 15:19), and encour- 
ages and warns him. 

2. Asa relies on Syria: The prophet 
Hanani meets him, after his victory 
gained by the arm of flesh, and rebukes 
his folly (2 Chron. 16: 1-14). 

A Nationa, AWAKENING 

1. The prophet’s call (2 Chron, 15: 
1-7). 

2. The nation turns from idols (15: 
8). 

3. The nation publicly seeks. God (15: 
9-13). 

4. They find God, are filled with joy, 
obtain rest from the enemy (15: 14-19). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Chronicles. The two books of Chron- 
icles (last in order in the Hebrew Bible), 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


2. July 8&—Asa Relies on God. 
2 Chronicles 14 to 16 
3. July 15.—God Cares for Elijah. 
1 Kings 17: 1-24; 19: 1-8 
4. July az—Elijah Hears God’s Voice. 
1 Kings 19 : 9-21 
5. July 29.—Micaiah Speaks the Truth. 
1 Kings 22 
6. August 5.—Elisha Helps the Needy. 
2 Kings 4: 1-44 
7. August 12—Amos Pleads for Justice. 
Amos 5 and 7 
8 August 19—Amos Denounces Self-In- 
dulgence (Temperance Lesson). 
Amos 6: 1-7, 11-14 
9. August 26—Hosea reaches God’s 
hs SE ee Hosea 6, 11, 14 
10. September 2.—Micah Champions the 
Oppressed ..Micah a to 4, and 6:1 to 7:6, 








covering the same period as 2 Samuel and 
1 and 2 Kings (from David’s reign to 
the captivity), dea! with Judah only, men- 
tioning Israel’s kings incidentally when 
they come in contact with the history of 
Judah. Great attention is given to the 
Temple services, and other things related 
to spiritual worship. The records of 
David’s sin and of Absalom’s rebellion are 
omitted, and the glorious things in his reign 
and that of Solomon are emphasized. Many 
of the events are told from the divine 
standpoint, giving spiritual interpretations 
that are not mentioned in Samuel and 
Kings. Notable among these are the three 
great deliveranceg in the reigns of Abijah, 
Asa, and Jehoshaphat, events entirely 
omitted in the account in Kings. 


The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament. 
The Holy Spirit is prominent in the work 
of creation (Gen. 1:2; Psa. 104: 30; Job 
33:4). The Holy Spirit came upon 
prophets at special times and moved them 
to speak, as in the case of Azariah (Num. 
24:2; 1 Sam. 10:10). He empowered 
men for special service (Exod. 31: 3; Gen. 
41:38). The writers of the Old Testa- 
ment were guided by the Holy Spirit (2 
Pet. 1:21; Acts 1:16; 4:25). Men were 
born again in the Old Testament by the 
regenerating power of the Holy Spirit 
(Ezek. 36: 25-27: John 3:5, 10). 

Other Topics. Asa’s Character and 
Reign. Israel’s Kings During Asa’s Reign. 
Parallel Account in Kings. The Three 
Great Deliverances. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


A call to surrender. Whatever separates 
between us and God is an idol. Christians 
are called to separation, and separation 
unto. Christ means separation from the 
world. The gods of this age, in the mod- 
ern dance, gambling, theater, and moving 
pictures, modern bathing places, are lead- 
ing men away from God as definitely as 
the abominations connected with the idol- 
atry of Asa’s day. 


A call to faith. After we yield our- 
selves to God, we should trust him fully, 
relying on his Word (1 Thess. 1:9; 2 
Chron. 14:7). 


A call to backsliders. At the first sign 
that Asa would turn the nation back to 
God, God was with him, giving him cour- 
age and strength to go forward. Return- 
ing backsliders are always welcomed. 
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A call to national revival. America in 
many ways is just where Judah was in the 
days of Asa. The need is the same. We 
need to confess sin, and come back to God. 


A call to steadfastness. Asa for years 
received blessing because he relied on God, 
but he did not endure to the end. 


A call to faithful prophets. We need 
ministers of Christ who are not afraid to 
speak to kings and rulers for two purposes: 
To encourage them to righteousness, as 
Azariah did. To rebuke them for sin, as 
Hanani did. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


For national recovery it is not so much 
a new deal for man that is needed, but a 
new zeal for God. 


It takes more courage to deal with sins 
in our own nation than to go to war 
against an enemy. 


True mothers are a nation’s mightiest 
force for righteousness: How horrible 
when the Queen Mother in Israel was the 
leader in abominable idolatry and immor- 
tality. 


A perfect heart is a heart that relies 
on God: thus attention is centered on his 
perfection, not on ours, on his worthiness 
to be trusted, not on our trust. 


When Asa trusted God “they fell to him 
out of Israel in abundance”; this was the 
true conquest; when he trusted Syria, 
Benhadad destroyed the cities of Israel, a 
false conquest. 


Great joy followed Israel’s repentance 
and turning to God: revival always brings 
great joy (Acts 8:8). 


A public and national acknowledgment 
of God is of untold value: how tragic that 
our President, like his predecessor, has 
thus far refused to call for a day of 
national repentance and prayer; meanwhile 
lawlessness spreads apace. 


Cotumsta, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


W HAT act of Asa’s gave evidence of 
special courage, mentioned in both Kings 
and Chronicles ? 


2. What glorious words of Scripture are 
given to us in immediate connection with 
Asa’s story? 


3. Name two other notable Old Testament 
instances where victories were won against 
great odds by God’s servants who held the 
same conviction about God’s power as. that 
expressed in Asa’s prayer (2 Chron. 14:11). 


4. Why did not Asa in his later years, when 
threatened by Baasha, call upon God for help, 
instead of bargaining with Benhadad? 


Why did God allow Asa’s wrong alliance 
with Benhadad to succeed? 


6. What three mighty deliverances did God 
give to the early kings of Judah, which are 
recorded in Chronicles and not in Kings? 

7. What kings ruled in Israel during Asa’s 
reign? How many different dynasties were 
represented among them? 

8. If God is with a man when he is with 
God, and forsakes a man when the man for- 
sakes him, where does grace come in? 


9. Are there degrees in righteousness and 


—— 
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Lesson for July 8 


perfection, as shown in the lives of the kings 
of Israel and Judah? 

10. Why was Asa wrong in seeking the 
physicians in his sickness? Is it right to go 
to physicians today? What other king of 
Israel sought the Lord? 





Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 420 of this issue. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the day 
of the lesson. 


‘Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

Better than Seeking.—/f ye seek him, 
he will be found of you (2 Chron. 15:2). 
There is something better than seeking 
God — even better than seeking him with 
our whole heart. For as long as we seek 
we are unsatisfied; and God has something 
better for us than that. The Keswick 
Calendar gives an incident of the great 
Scottish scholar, Professor Duncan, known 
to his students as “Rabbi Duncan” because 
of his Oriental scholarship. A friend over- 
heard him talking to a poor old woman, 
and this is what the great scholar was 
saying: “Now, you have promised to seek; 
only remember, seeking won’t save you. 
But if y@u seek, you will find, and finding 
will save you.” Finding is infinitely better 
than seeking. The only purpose of seek- 
ing is finding, and unless the finding comes 
the seeking has been a failure—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


How God Answered Prayer.—Be ye 
strong therefore, and let not your hands 
be weak: for your work shall be rewarded 
(v. 7). In the village of Abashiri, Japan, 
lived an earnest Christian man. He had 
an orchard of one thousand trees, and upon 
these depended the livelihood of himself 
and his family. One morning, great was 
his dismay to find that his apples, which 
were then half grown, were being destroyed 
by a peculiar worm. As he walked through 
the orchard he observed that every tree 
was affected. What was he to do? He 
called his family together there in the 
orchard, and they called upon God. Works 
were added to faith, and all through the 
day and until late at night they worked, 
picking off the worms and destroying 
them; but, with the pests multiplying by 
the thousands, it became evident that all 
their efforts were in vain. In desperation 
they turned to God for help. Weary with 
the long strain, they lay down on their 
straw mats for a little sleep. Returning 
the next morning to their orchards to be- 
gin another strenuous day, they were 
startled to see hundreds of strange birds 
alighting in the trees. All day long the 
birds stayed, eating up the worms, but 
never injuring the trees or the leaves. This 
kept up for three days in succession, In 
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the evening of the third day, as the family 
walked through the orchard, they found it 
was entirely free of the pest. God had 
vindicated the faith of his children—From 
Comprehensive Quarterly, David C. Cook 
Publishing Co. Sent by Beth H. Marshall, 
Grove City, Minn, 


Time to Renew the Altar.—Renewed 
the altar of the Lord (v. 8). Mr. Moody 
once told of an aged Christian, with many 
active years of faithful ‘service to his 
credit. Circumstances caused him to lose 
out in Christian experience in a measure, 
After considerable mental and spiritual con- 
flict he came to entertain the mistaken 
conclusion that it was the will of God for 
him to be lost. Then something whispered 
within him: “Suppose there is a hell for 
you, what would you, with your disposi- 
tion and habits, do there?” The quick 
answer was, “I would set up a prayer meet- 
ing,’ and with the words came the light 
of God to show him the absurdity of it 
all. He put away backsliding out of his 
heart, and renewed the altar of the Lord. 
—Sent by William S. Bowden, Claiborne, 
Ohio. 

What Men Cannot Do.—The Lord is 
my helper, and I will not fear what man 
shall do unto me (Golden Text). Dan 
Crawford once told of counsel given him 
for his work in Africa, by that great mis- 
sionary J. Hudson Taylor, of China. It 
was this: “Don’t stay at the coast. Don’t 
be afraid to go into the interior. Remem- 
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ber, however far in you go, men can only 
wall you round, they can never roof you 
in!”—From China’s Millions. Sent by Mrs. 
James Adams, Lebanon, Pa. 


Our “Great”? Achievements.—The Lord 
is my helper (Golden Text). A Methodist 
minister tells a story of his little girl, who, 
wishing to speak to him one day when 
he was in his study, came up the stairs 
and finding the door closed put her small 
hand on the doorknob. The child’s hand 
was too tiny to grasp the handle firmly 
enough to turn it. To her delight, how- 
ever, the handle turned, the door opened, 
and she ran into the study exclaiming: “Oh, 
Daddy, I have opened the door ali by my- 
self!” She was all unaware that her father, 
hearing her trying to open the door, had 
quietly gotten up from his chair and turned 
the handle from the inside. Thus God helps 
us when we do our best, and he makes the 
impossible possible. — From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. Prize illustration, 


The Secret of Fearlessness.—/ will not 
fear what man shall do unto me (Golden 
Text). Of all the memorials in Westmin- 
ster Abbey there is not one that gives a 
nobler thought than that inscribed on the 
monument to Lord Lawrence — simply his 
name, with the date of his death, and these 
words: “He feared man so little, because 
he feared God so much.”—From The Sun- 
day School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. B. G. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 
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Many of Dr. Pace’s choicest cartoons have been published ia poster form. Fifty-two of these, 
with a display frame, may be had for $7. A number are also available in tract form. Orders 
should be sent to the Gospel Truth Poster Service, 100}4 East Main Street, Van Wert, Ohio. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Joe Pennock.” —The Lord is with you, 
while ye be with him (2 Chron. 15:2). 
This looks like a statement of the obvious. 
I go out in my automobile. Some one 
looks in the garage and says, “Where is 
old BR23?” (BR23 is my license number. 
I asked for my initials W. H. R. but 
Harrisburg said the best we can do is 
“Bill Ridgway.”) Now if I was out in 
my car it was obvious my car was out 
with me, But there is much more in the 
text than the obvious. 

When it is said, “The Lord is with you,” 
it means help over hard places (Psa. 40: 
1-3; Heb. 4:16). Let me illustrate. In 
the panic of 1873 our father, Craig Ridg- 
way, had just built a new plant to take 
care of his growing business. In those 
days most bills were paid with three and 
four months notes. One of Father’s big- 
gest customers, the newly built Wiiming- 
ton. and Reading Railroad, failed. Father 
found himself with a lot of worthless paper 
he had given the bank to help build the 
new shops. Things looked black and blue 
enough for Craig Ridgway. I was an 
expense, away at college, and it looked 
like, “Come home, William.” 

It was then Mr. Joseph Pennock, one 
of the most prosperous of the rolling mill 
owners, came to Father and said, “Craig, 
don’t sign anything. You have always 
been with me and now I am with you.” 
He was saying to Father, “Don’t sign a 
note, I will let you have all the money 
you need.” 

Just the knowledge that “Joe Pennock” 
was with him and back of him not only 
put the sand under father’s slipping wheels, 
but when the bank saw that one of their 
best customers was standing by, their atti- 
tude became friendly and helpful. Father 
was able to come through without the 
offered financial help, and William stayed 
in college. 
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And right here may be the explanation 
of the survivai of the enterprises of Chris- 
tian men. The Lord is with them to nerve 
them to fight it through. 


(P. S.—Joseph Pennock and his brother 
Charles, in their Rock Run plate mill, 
made the first iron plates that went into 
American ships. The ships were built at 
Chester, Pa., by John Roach. One of 
them, the Dolphin, became famous because 
of a political controversy.) 


A Cause of Vexation.—And nation was 
destroyed of nation; ... for God did vex 
them with all adversity (v. 6). This note 
will be printed in midsummer of 1934. 
Thousands of good men are out of em- 
ployment. Many banks have had to close 
because of “frozen assets.” We have one 
in Coatesville. There have been hard times 
before (1837, 1873, 1892, 1907, and 1920), 
but never before a time when a willing 
worker could not get some kind of job. 
In winter he could go to the forests and 
cut wood or to the ponds and rivers and 
harvest ice. In summer he could help 
farmers or dig ditches. 

But now ine woodsman jacks up his 
car, puts a belt on the hind wheel and runs 
a saw. Ice is made by machinery. Two 
men with a machine run by gasoline dig 
the ditch, whiie twenty-four idle men sit 
on the fence and watch it. Ditto in nearly 
all lines of industry. The nation, states, 
and towns are raising funds to feed the 
jobless, 

Europe is in pretty much the same situa- 
tion. Only Europe is used to short rations 
and we Americans are not. 

What brought about this state of affairs? 
“The War!” I knew you would answer 
that. But please remember that under the 
leadership of “liberal” German thought, 
the world was taught that the Bible was a 
true book only in spots. “Largely folk- 
lore.” 

You can see the ripe fruit in Russia. 
Marx and Lenine and Trotsky are largely 
German products. In America is seen the 
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same falling away under “Modernism.” In, 
Russia religion is called the opiate of the 
people, while in America the people are 
told of “the peril of worshiping Christ,” 
and certain colleges are busy turning out 
near atheists. My own Alma Mater has 
supplanted its Y. M. C. A. with a “Lib- 
eral Club.” I am wondering if I am not 
pointing to the reason why nations are 
just now vexed “with all adversity” (Psa. 
9: 17-20; 50:22). 


Our Northern Neighbor.—They fell to 
him out of Israel in abundance (v. 9). 
As I write this note I have been in cor- 
respondence (one-sided, it is true) with 
President. Roosevelt, all his Cabinet, and 
the Speaker of the House. I am suggest- 
ing the Administration consider the ad- 
visability of following the example of 
Presidents Lincoln and Wilson in their 
dark days, and call the nation to “a day 
of fasting and prayer.” 

You may be interested to see the letter 
from the White House in reply: 


White House, Washington, D. C. 


Feb. 13, 1934. 
My dear Mr. Ridgway: 


Your letter of February rst has been re- 
ceived, and I have placed it before the Presi- 
dent. He wants you to know that he 
appreciates your writing and sending him 
your views. 


Very sincerely yours, 
Louis McH. Howe, 
Secretary to the President. 


e 

I heard from all the other gentlemen, 
either direct or by secretary in the same 
courteous manner, with one exception. His 
secretary may have flagged my letter. How 
nicely a “sidestep” can be done and leave 
a smile on the face and a pleasant taste 
in the mouth! 

But here is what I started out to say 
under the above text, even though I have 
likely said it before, and will say it again. 
North of us is a land that speaks our 
language. There are multitudes of Chris- 
tians there, 

Indeed, when my old friend the late Mr. 
Robert Fleming was Mayor of Toronto 
he would not let them operate the trolley 
lines on the Lord’s Day, and there was 
enough Christianity in the city to back him 
up in his stand. 

While Uncle Sam was having his trou- 
bles our cousins across the border were 
escaping the worst of them. No Canadian 
banks closed their doors because of “frozen 


assets,” and it gets cold in Canada! No 
kidnaping. No crime waves. No jail 
deliveries. No wholesale killings. Few 
divorces. 


As all bankers know, millions of Uncle 
Sam’s capital are going to Canada, being 
driven there by New Deal Fear, I have 
a relative who sold his business for sev- 
eral millions. I am told he is investing 
the money largely in Canada. That is 
to say, friends and fellow citizens, Fear 
cannot be knocked out of a people with a 
club. The U. S. A., after every depression, 
has always recovered its Faith on its 
knees, from Whitefield and Wesley to Billy 
Sunday. 

Until Uncle Sam gets down before God 
and like that other publican cries, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner,” we are going 
to see such a continuous falling out of 
Israel that will make Washington sit up 
and take notice (Luke 18:13). 


CoaATESVILLE, Pa, 























Lesson for July 8 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MateriaL: A Bible, and a gold or 
silver cup, or some dish that can rep- 
resent to the child’s mind the vessels 
from the Temple. 











SA was a wonderful king. God’s 

prophet told him, “The Lord is with 
you, while ye be with him.” And Asa 
proved it by trusting in God, and God 
gave him a great victory over the army 
of Ethiopia. Asa did much good as the 
years went by, and worshiped God. 

Then some trouble arose. The king of 
Israel came down and started to build 
a city right where it would hedge in Asa 
and his armies, and he did not ask God 
about it. He went to the Temple and got 
the gold and silver vessels which had been 
given to God, and he sent them to the king 
of Syria, a heathen king, and asked him 


to send his army out to take a city or — 


so of the Israelites, so they would have 
to go home to protect themselves. And 
the king of Syria did what Asa asked. 

Then the prophet of the Lord came to 
Asa and reprimanded him for his action. 
He told him the Lord was going to de- 
liver the king of Syria into his hand, and 
now that he had. made an alliance with 
him God couldn’t do for him what he had 
intended. 

And how many times we do this our- 
selves. We come to a difficulty. We don’t 
take it to God and leave it for his solu- 
tion. No, we do what Asa did so long 
ago: we figure out what looks like a very 
diplomatic scheme to us, and we put it 
over. And God sees what a blunder we 
have made, and he cannot give us his 
best. 

There’s a very wonderful verse in this 
connection—2 Chronicles 16:9: “For 
the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to shew him- 
self strong in the behalf of them whose 
heart is perfect toward him.” 

Which are you going to do, take God’s 
Word as your guide, or run out with your 
gifts and try to buy friends in time of 
trouble? 


Monesto, Cat. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
rejoice that out of these great lessons from 
thy Word we may come to an understanding of 
the way in which thou didst deal with thy 
people of old. How loving and forgiving thou 
hast been in all the ages! In times of great 
trouble thou hast raised up faithful leaders, and 
we pray that we may look to thee now in eager 
confidence for thy power and thy love to do 
for us in our own day what thou didst for 
those in national and personal need in the days 
of Asa the king. May we not be overwhelmed 
by the circumstances of life, but may we look 
to thee for strength to meet each occasion as 
it arises, knowing that thou art ever mindful 
of the needs of thy children. In the name of 
our Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—I wish every one 
in the school might learn the seventh verse 
of our lesson today, “Be ye strong there- 
fore, and let not your hands be weak: for 
your work shall be rewarded.” That was 
the encouraging word of the Prophet 
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Azariah to Asa the king,— who when he 
heard it, took courage and began to do the 
things that he ought to do for his people. 
What were some of the things that he 
did? Yes,—he put away the idols out of 
the land, he made new the altar of the 
Lord, he gathered the people together for 
a new start, for “they entered into a cove- 
nant to seek the Lord God of their fathers 
with all their heart and with all their soul.” 

What if we in our day should do just 
that! How would it be if our nation were 
seeking the Lord God of our fathers ear- 
nestly with heart and soul? Suppose we 
ourselves day by day were looking to him 
for guidance and strength? Well,—let us 
repeat that seventh verse. I'll say it 
through once, and then let us all say it 
together. Let us pray for the very strength 
that is set before us there. 





OTRONG Hearts 
HE IS ABLE! 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. A king with a “perfect” heart. 
2. How Asa conquered his enemies. 
3. The result of having a “perfect” heart. 


| Byes week we heard about a proud, 
foolish king. Today we are going to 
talk about a good king (2 Chron. 14:1- 
I2; 15: 1-12). God tells us that “the heart 
of Asa was perfect all his days” (15: 
17b). That does not mean that he never 
did anything wrong, but that he always 
wanted and tried to please God and be 
obedient to his commands. I wonder if 
God can say that about you? Where can 
you find his commands? ‘Yes; in the Bible 
which is God’s Word. 

But not only did Asa please God by 
loving and obeying him himself, but he 
did all he could to help others to love 
and obey him, too. Let us read Chapter 
14: 2-5 together, and then see the reward 
God gave him (vy. 6). Emphasize the fact 
that it was the Lord who gave Asa peace. 
No nation can have peace unless the Lord 
gives it. War always comes because of 
sin, What is true of nations is also true 
of our hearts. Because of sin, we are by 
mature at war with God. No one with 
sin in his heart can be at peace with God. 
But thanks be to him, the Lord Jesus Christ 
has “made peace through the blood of his 
cross” (Col. 1:20). Explain this very 
simply, showing clearly that now all who 
come to him may have their hearts cleansed 
from sin, and so be at peace with God. 

God gave Asa rest for ten years (14: 
1), and then came the test (vs. 9-12). A 
strong army of black men came against 
him. What did Asa do? He “cried unto 
the Lord” (v. 11). His prayer shows he 
believed God was able to save him. Some- 
times God lets Satan attack us, to test us. 
What do we do then? Do we, like Reho- 
boam, answer proudly, and try to fight 
Satan in our own strength? If we do, we 
will be defeated as he was. No, we must 
cry “unto the Lord,” as Asa did, believing 
in our hearts that he is able to save us. 
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If only Rehoboam had cried “unto the 
Lord” he would not have lost his king- 
dom! 

See what God did for Asa in answer to 
his prayer of faith (v. 12). Every enemy 
was put to flight, and much riches gained. 
So it may be with us. The Lord Jesus is 
a great Saviour. He can give us victory 
Over our sins, putting them all to death, 
and then enrich us with blessings. 

When the people saw that God was 
with Asa, even those who had rebelled 
against Rehoboam came back, (15: 9b). 
How wonderful! How can we show others 
that God is with us, and so bring$taem back 
to him? By trusting him, and by never 
neglecting Sunday school, or prayer, or 
reading his Word, the Bible. What does 
our Memory Verse say? “The Lord is 
with you, while ye be with him” (2 Chron. 
18:20). 

Expression Work 


Write the following on the blackboard, 
and carefully explain the spiritual coun- 
terpart: 

What Asa Did 

1. “He took away out of ALL the cities 
... the high places and the images” (14: 
5). 

Result 

“Asa and the people . . . smote ALL 
the [enemy] cities” (14:13, 14). 

2. “Asa... gathered ALL... for they 
fell to him . . . in abundance, when they 
saw that the Lord his God was with him” 
(15:8, 9). 

Result 7 

“They entered into a covenant to seek 
the Lord God .. . with ALL their’ heart 
and with ALL their soul” (15:12). 


Yorx, Enc. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Asa wise and otherwise. 
Discussion: Show how in recent years 
the great and imposing institutions set up 
by men and governments have suddenly 
crumbled and failed. Contrast the per- 
manence of God’s power and God’s Word. 
Objective: Let nothing interfere with your 
partnership and intimacy with God. 











GAY, fellows, why is it we forget a les- 
son after we have learned it? Let’s 
take a look at king Asa and answer the 
question later. He had a good start. As 
a young king just ascending the throne of 
Judah, his ways pleased the Lord. He did 
that which was good and right. He tore 
down the idols that had been erected to 
strange gods during his father’s reign — 
sparing not even his mother’s favorite 
shrine, grinding it into powder, and he re- 
moved her from being queen. He stood 
valiantly for righteousness, and in the face 
of all opposition denounced idolatry and set 
up the altar to the God of his great-great- 
grandfather David. 

When the Ethiopian, King Zerah, came 
up against him with an army of more than 
a million men—nearly twice the size of 
King Asa’s army—he did another fine 
thing; he took God into his confidence in 
a wonderful prayer. Not a long prayer 
—jindeed, very short; but the splendid 
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thing he said in it showed how true was 
his conception of God’s power and God’s 
way of doing. “Lord, it is nothing with 
thee to help, whether with many, or with 
them that have no power: help us, O Lord 
our God; for we rest on thee, and in thy 
name we go against this multitude. O 
Lord, thou art our God; let not man prevail 
against thee” (2 Chron, 14:11). 

Fellows, if you can get the strong con- 
viction of that prayer into your heart, and 
exercise it, you will be invincible: you 
can face any difficulty. That is the spirit 
which has enabled men to do heroic and 
magnificent things down through the ages. 
It was what enabled Jonathan, attended 
only by his armor-bearer, to put a whole 
garrison of the Philistines to rout. “There 
is no restraint to the Lord to save by many 
or by few,” said Jonathan to his armor- 
bearer, “let us go over!” (1 Sam. 14:6.) 
It was what put David over when he 
fought Goliath. “Thou comest to me with 
a sword, and with a spear, and with a 
shield,” said David to the giant, “but I 
come to thee in the name of the Lord of 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories’ 








AS8A RELIES ON GOD 
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2 Chron, 15: 1,2. 
* 
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hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, 
whom thou hast defied!” (1 Sam. 17: 4s.) 
And you fellows know how that fight 
came out. 


And so did King Asa rout the Ethiopian 
hordes, and he smote them hip and thigh 
until the invaders were utterly destroyed. 

Thus a good king made a good start, 
and God rewarded him with victories over 
his enemies and with prosperity for his 
people. 

But later, when another king threatened 
him, he made a bargain with Benhadad, a 
heathen neighbor king, to help him. God 
allowed his plan to go through, but from 
that time on, King Asa had no peace. 
Among other ills, he got a terrible disease 
in his feet and died in great misery. 

Again, the question, fellows: Why can’t 
we keep a good lesson in our hearts when 
once it is iearned? Well, I think the Devil 
gets especially busy to take it away. Read 
Mark 4:15. The very success that God 
gives us sometimes puffs us up and makes 
us forget him. We become impressed with 
the importance of material possessions and 
human power, and forget that the Lord 
saveth not by many or by few: but the 
battle is the Lord’s. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for July 8) 


1. It took courage to depose his queen- 
mother from her high position and to de- 
stroy the very “abominable image’ she had 
had made and worshiped (2 Chron. 15: 16; 
t Kings 15: 13). 


2. 2 Chronicles 16:9 gives us as strong a 
statement of God’s care for his own as can 
be found in his Word. 


3. Jonathan’s victory at Michmash (1 Sam. 
14:6); David’s over Goliath (1 Sam. 17: 45). 


4. This is one of those inexplicable follies 
of human nature: to be beguiled by the Devil 
into forgetting the lessons God has clearly 
taught us. 


5. Sometimes God lets our unwise plans, 
made without him, work out, but we may 
be assured no satisfying peace can come of it. 
Great misery marked Asa’s closing years. 


6. Abijah was delivered from Israel under 
Jeroboam,— four hundred thousand against 
eight hundred thousand (2 Chron. 13: 1-22). 
Asa was delivered from the Ethiopians, — five 
hundred and eighty thousand against a million 
(2 Chron. 14: 9-15). Jehoshaphat was de- 
livered from Ammon and Moab and Edom, 
a great multitude (2 Chron. 20: 1-30). 


7. Jeroboam, Nadab, Baasha, Elah, Zimri, 
Omri, Ahab, — seven kings, representing four 
different dynasties. 


8. Grace comes in with all God’s dealings 
with man. It is grace that leads men to 
turn toward God that he may be gracious to 
them. And man’s being with God does not 
mean that he does something for God, but that 
he is in a position for God to do great things 
for him. 


9. Yes, a man’s heart may be perfect in 
turning from idols and seeking God, yet he 
may not go all the way, and he may not 
abide through all his life; but God rewards 
his degree of faithfulness. Other men do 
evil in God’s sight. Others, like David, 
have a steadfast heart, perfect toward God, 
but for one or two exceptional instances; not 
that they are sinless, but by God’s grace are, 
in the main drive of their lives, righteous. 


10. The physicians, or “healers,” whom Asa 
sought were probably quack healers. But in 
any case, his sin was in not turning to God, 
as Hezekiah did (2 Kings 20: 1-5). Chris- 
tians should turn always to the Lord in sick- 
ness, and ordinarily get all the help possible 
from physicians (Matt. 9: 12). 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Leaders who followed God: 


2. Asa, the king who built, prospered, 
prayed, conquered, worshiped, and had 
peace until —? 











6. is as interesting a brief biography 
as the Old Testament offers — the 
story of a king with whom all went well 
as long as he relied on God—Asa, the 
great-grandson of Solomon. 

Review Chapters 14-16, in 2 Chronicles, 
for his complete story, with additional 
material in 1 Kings 15: 7-24. You will see 
that the fuller account is in Chronicles, 
and that, like all Biblical biography, it is 
entirely frank, telling the bad with the 
good, hiding nothing that is essential to 
a fair understanding of God’s dealing with 
this third king. from Solomon, over the 
kingdom of Judah. 

Help your girls to mark the key phrases 
or facts that mark the different eras in 
Asa’s reign: 2 Chronicles 14:7, Asa “built 
and prospered,” following his courageous 
removal of the high places and sun images 
of idolatrous worship “out of all the cities 
of Judah” (14:5). 

Then Asa met and conquered a vastly 
superior army after he had “cried unto the 
Lord his God,” acknowledging “there is 
none besides thee to help.” Read the whole 
prayer aloud (14:11) and see the great 
victory recorded in the closing words of 
that chapter. 

Your girls must note carefully the refer- 
ences to Israel in contrast to Judah, in 
Chapter 15. The prophet who is speaking 
therein speaks to Asa (vs. 1, 2), but an 
explanation about the state of Israel (“with- 
out a teaching priest, and without law” for 
a long time) follows in verses 3-7. See 
that “when Asa heard these words . 
of ... the prophet, he . . . put away the 
abominations [places of idolatrous wor- 
ship] out of all the land of Judah and Ben- 
jamin” (his own kingdom) even including 
the cities he had taken in the bordering 
region of Israel, “the hill-country of Eph- 
raim.” Thorough indeed was this leader’s 
work in restoring true worship among his 
own people, and whole-hearted seemed the 
covenant-declaration of all his people, gath- 
ered together at Jerusalem, “to seek the 
Lord God of their fathers with all their 
heart and with all their soul.” 

But —there is another most significant 
verse (15:17) which throws light both 
ways on this history: “The high places 
were not taken away out of Israel,” the 
sister nation to Judah, “nevertheless the 
heart of Asa was perfect [single or sincere] 
all his days.” 

Home Study 


Your girls will find 2 Chronicles 16 an 
interesting sequel to this first part of Asa’s 
leadership, a surprising one, yet fully un- 
derstood in the light of the ninth verse of 
that chapter. Let them note well those 
wonderful words. 

Decatur, GA. 
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The 1933 Index to the T1meEs will add to 
the usefulness of your file of copies. Price 
15 cents, postpaid. The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia. 























Lesson for July 8 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











July 15. The Sacredness of Marriage and the 
Home. Gen. 2:24; Acts 10:1, 2. 


Sunday, July 8 


What Makes a Vacation Worth While? 
(Mark 6 : 31, 32) 





Mon.—Physical rest needed (Lev. 23 : 1-3). 
Tues.—Time tor reading (1 Tim. 4: 12-16). 
Wed.—Time for friendship (Rom. 16 : 3, 4). 
Thurs.—Time for teaching (1 Thess. 2 : 13). 
Fri.—Time for study (Col. 3: 16). 
Sat.—Time for service (Luke 10 : 23-37). 











What has made your past vacations worth 
while? 

What opportunities for “good turns” do vaca- 
tions offer? 

What are you planning for this year’s vaca- 
tion? 

UR Scripture lesson reminds us that 
the Lord Jesus recognized the need 

of an “isle of safety” for his disciples, in 
the midst of the busy preaching tour in 
which they were engaged. They had been 
sent out, two by two, with no provision 
and no extra clothing. They had made 
a flying tour through many of the towns 
and cities in Galilee, stopping only long 
enough to preach repentance and to an- 
nounce that the kingdom was at hand. 
And so, when they returned, the Lord 
Jesus called them to take time to go to 
an uninhabited region, not a “desert” in 
the sense that we apply to that word to- 
day, for a short rest, and so that they 
might get away from the crowd that 
thronged them everywhere they went. 


ye 
Young people, in the busy days in which 
we live, need “isles of safety,” — vaca- 


tion times,—free from the routine and 
press of everyday life, and even, some- 
times, from the routine of Christian work, 
in order to have time to look about, to 
get a long distance view of things, to 
take a short breathing spell. : 

Not infrequently we shall find that our 
discouragements and difficulties in serv- 
ice for Christ come from the need of rest, 
and from the need of getting a long dis- 
tance view,— God’s view,—of the work 
we are doing. As Christian leaders and 
workers ours is necessarily the task of 
giving out. We need special times when 
we can receive help and encouragement. 
The disciples did not leave the Lord Jesus, 
and go off for a vacation by themselves. 
They went with him, Do we let him take 
us on our vacation times? Do we make 
our rest periods times when we may find 
refreshment and rest in the Word, as well 
as refreshment for tired bodies? If so, 
our vacations may truly be helpful and con- 
structive. 

bg 

There is a sense in the word vacation 
which brings the thought of emptying, or 
making something vacant. But such a 
vacation cannot be profitable. We may 
empty our lives, for a few weeks, of the 
routine things we have been doing, but 
we must not neglect to fill these days with 
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something worth while. A vacation that 
is’ mere ‘idleness will not bring refresh- 
ment. 

A vacation that is filled merely with 
feverish, physical activity cannot be truly 
worth while. All too often such “vaca- 
tions” need additional time in which we 
may recuperate from the strain. The test 
is, has my vacation equipped me to do 
my work at the office, at school, at church, 
better than I did before? 

Why not ask God to direct the planning 
of our vacations for us this year, just as 
we ask him for direction and guidance in 
the work we are doing? Perhaps he may 
lead us to some conference, such as those 
that are held at America’s Keswick, Kes- 
wick Grove, N. J., where we may find 
spiritual refreshment and food, along with 
physical recreation. Many college students 
and other young people are finding each 
year that such conferences, though busy 
times in themselves, are nevertheless just 
the inspiration and spiritual tonic that are 
needed. Information concerning these con- 
ferences may be had from the Victorious 
Life Testimony, 506 Commonwealth Build- 
ing, 1201 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

PHILADELPHIA. 





[ Children at Home 





Firecrackers 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


6¢f \ ADDY, can’t I have some firecrackers 

on the Fourth?” And Jimmy leaned 
coaxingly against the arm of his father’s 
chair. 

“I’m afraid not, Son. Our town has 
passed a law against fireworks, and you 
wouldn’t want to be a lawbreaker, would 
you?” 

“No-o.” 

“We'll get up some kind of picnic for 
that day,” promised Daddy, with one of 
his chummy smiles. 

But Jimmy wasn’t interested in picnics, 
so he turned away with a very beclouded 
face. It was a fair, freckled face, too, 
the kind that is meant to shine all the time 
like a small sun. 

Outdoors Jimmy saw Harvey Jones, the 
boy who, two months before, had moved 
into the house across the street. “Hey!” 
called Harvey, “Come on over!” Jimmy 
went over. 

“How many firecrackers you goin’ to 
have on the Fourth?” asked Harvey. 

“Not any,” was the miserable reply. “My 
dad says there’s a law ’gainst ’em in this 
town.” 

“Huh! Some town, I’ll say! My Uncle 
Dan runs a store in the city, and: he’s goin’ 
to send me a whole big package of ’em, 
—as big as a barrel, maybe,” boasted Har- 
vey. “You can come over and see me fire 
’em on the Fourth.” 

“I guess we’re goin’ on a picnic,” said 
Jimmy sadly. 

“A picnic!” scoffed Harvey. Then com- 
ing up closer, he whispered, “You tell 
your dad you’d rather stay home; then when 
everybody’s cleared out, we can have some 
fun — see?” 

Jimmy saw and began to wonder if it 
could be managed. 
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The next day Mother spent a good deal 
of time in the kitchen. “I’ve been bak- 
ing cakes and things for our picnic,” she 
announced, wiping her flushed face, and 
smiling across the supper table. 

“I guess I’d rather stay: at home,” de- 
clared Jimmy. 

“Oh, no, you wouldn’t,” said Daddy, as 
he put a huge spoonful of omelet on his 
son’s plate. “We shall invite Miss Harris 
and Peter to go with us, and there’s going 
to be a lake with fish in it that we can 
catch.” 

“And ice cream on the way home,” added 
Mother, 

But no sunshine broke tHrvuugh on 
Jimmy’s face. Miss Harris was his Sun- 
day school teacher, and he liked her very 
much, while Peter, her brother, was only 
a year older than himself, and was the 
most fun: of all the fellows he knew — 
usually. But not all the Miss Harrises 
and Peters and fishings and ice cream in 
the country could take the place of fire- 
crackers. And Harvey was getting a whole 
barrel of them! 

“’S all right,” repeated Jimmy, looking 
still at his plate, “you can go just the same, 
but I’d rather stay.” 

“What would you do with yourself all 
alone?” inquired Daddy. 

Jimmy hesitated. He’d better not tell 
on Harvey, for lawbreakers sometimes got 
put in jail. “I don’t see what they made 
such a horrid old law for anyway,” he 
burst out finally. 

Daddy laid down his fork. “I'll tell 
you why, Son,” he said gently. “Some 
years ago a boy in this town wanted fire- 
crackers just as you do. His father bought 
him a lot of them, for he loved his little 
son and wanted to see him happy. But 
toward evening something happened. Peo- 
ple heard the little fellow scream and 
his mother ran to him as fast as she could 
and carried him into the house. The doc- 
tor came and they took him to the hos- 
pital. But it was too late.” 

“Did he — did he die?” asked Jimmy, his 
eyes round with horror. 

“No, but he lost the sight of both eyes.” 

“Oh 

“And there was a little girl, too,” went 
on Daddy. “She didn’t lose her eyesight, 
but she burned her hand so badly that one 
of the fingers had to be cut off. And peo- 
ple began to think that their children’s 
eyes and fingers were too precious to lose 
that way, so they made this law against 
firecrackers.” 

“But if —if some one gets ’em anyhow, 
will they have to go to jail?” 

Daddy looked grave. “No, children are 
not put in jail,” he replied, “but their 
fathers sometimes have to pay a fine. 
Worse still, the father of such a boy would 
feel that his son had done wrong against 
his country and against God. That would 
grieve the father terribly, and don’t you 
think the boy would feel punished just to 
know that?” 

“Yes,” said Jimmy. “But s’pose the boy 
just watched somebody else have fire- 
crackers —” 

“Well, what do you think? If I watch 
a robber break into a house and do not 
tell on him or do anything at all to stop 
him, am I not guilty, too?” 

Jimmy thought hard. “I guess you 
would be,” he acknowledged with a sigh. 

“And don’t forget, dear,” put in Mother, 
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Sign Up Now! ... For This 
ALASKAN ADVENTURE 


\A tee can you find a vacation adventure to compare with Alaska? 
Search the whole world over. Figure as sharply as you will. 

Once in your lifetime—surely you must see wonderful, majestic, 
inspiring Alaska—that vast, rich storehouse of resources which stands 
boldly, confidently behind America’s future. 

No matter where else you may travel, we believe you will 
treasure your Alaska trip above all. 

This summer you are particularly invited to go with a group of 
Christian Journal readers to Alaska. You will enjoy extra entertain- 
ment at all ports of call in Alaska. You will be graciously received 
by Governor Troy at Juneau. Special events in the Northwest and 
in Canada are included. Adventure to Alaska—it will be an out- 
standing experience in your life and memory. 

Mr. Philip E. Howard, Sr., President and Publisher of the Sunday 
School Times, will accompany and escort the party. 

These great transportation companies are sponsoring the trip. 
They guarantee its high quality. They are behind it from first to last. 


Alaska Steamship Company Northern Pacific Railway 
Burlington Route Spokane, Portiand & Seattle R. R. Co. 
Great Northern R. R. Co. 


No harm to ask questions. 
Send for free Alaska “‘literature’’. 
Mr. H. Trumbull Howard, 
Sunday School Times, N 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. site 
Dear Mr. Howarel: 


Vv Address. 
1am very much interested in the “Christian 
ee Tour” to Alaska this summer. 














nd the itinerary for my consideration ; or City 


I cannot go to Alaska this summer, but | am 
certainly going sometime and | would appre- 
ciate receiving free Alaska booklets. State 
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“that when we are tempted to do wrong, 
there’s Somebody close by waiting to help 
us be an overcomer, if we ask Him.” 

“Yes, I think perhaps Jimmy has been 
forgetting Christ,” suggested Daddy. 

“I’m remembering now,” declared Jimmy, 
with a little new smile, “and I guess the 
picnic’ll be a lot of fun.” 


Toxyo, JAPAN. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: God is working in the 
lives of many individuals through you. Can 
you help me? I am a teacher, and am twenty- 
six years old. My parents are true, funda- 
mental Christians. I lived in quite an ideal 
atmosphere until five years ago, when I went 
away from home to teach. I have been lone- 
some many, many times since I left home, and 
also before. During those years I prayed for 
a Christian young man to want me for a part- 
ner. Two years ago LI met such a man. We 
have been enjoying each other’s company every 
week for more than a year now. We love each 
othe dearly. My parents feel he is a fine 
man. This is the problem. He has not had 
steady work since I have known him, owing 
to the kind of work he is competent to do. 
He is very desirous to be married. His parents 
are willing we should live with them. We both 
crave each other’s censtant companionship, but 
in the face of conditions, the uncertain financial 
outlook, unrest, and the like, do you feel that 
we should get married? It would mean that 
I would give up my position. It is hard to 
want so much a home and love, and to feel that 
it is far away in the future. I would appre- 
ciate any suggestion you might offer.—WAIT- 
ING. 


Y DEAR GIRL: I have full sym- 

pathy for you and the young man 
in the experience through which you are 
passing. God was so gracious as to an- 
swer your prayers and give you just what 
has brought such happiness to you both. 
He never makes a mistake, and he always 
desires our highest happiness. His gra- 
ciousness is just as marked today as it 
has been in these two years when you 
prayed and received the answer. Why not 
ask for employment for your friend? Why 
not expett it? I believe God means to 
fill full your happiness, and to have you 
set up the home that you so desire. God 
himself has established the home and fam- 
ily life as his Word shows us. Why not 
ask God to show you the next step, and 
ask for the money to keep up the home, 
and thus have family life? The depression 
is not known in Heaven, and if you will 
ask, God will work, as he promises. Do 
you believe it? Prove him again! 

It does not seem wise for you to give 
up your position. I fear that when you 
do not have an income, you will see the 
need of something in your own pocket- 
book; and when you have spent your prin- 
cipal, you will not want to take from the 
parents of your loved one the necessary 
money for clothes and other things. What- 
ever plan you make should first of all 
have its origin in your Lord, who has 



































Lesson for July 8 


thus far led you.. Satan would be delighted 
to spoil this love, which came in answer 
to prayer, and you must not assist him by 
accepting any of his suggestions. For if 
you do, a little later you will be filled with 
regrets. 

Be true! Take God’s way in all you do, 
and follow his leading, and in the future 
you will not have the distress caused by 
following your own way and wishes. To 
follow the Lord is to tread safely, for he 
knows the whole condition of circumstances 
and will guide even when there seems to 
be no outlook. Don’t try to hurry God’s 
way of finishing what he has begun, but 
have patience, and he will open the way. 
He knows how! TRUST HIM! Don’t 
run ahead of him, for you will be sorry 
if you do. I should not give up my posi- 
tion unless I knew God was directing me 
to do so. I should be sure I kept in his 
will, that the future may develop as he 
would have it. Never lose sight of the 
fact that God desires your happiness as 
much as you possibly can. There will be 
no hindrances or missteps if you follow 
his voice and his plan. It may cost you 
the giving up of your own way and desires, 
but, oh, my.girl, it will pay in the end to 
have followed the Master all the way! 

Have faith in God; what can there be 

For Him too hard to do for thee? 


He gave His Son; now all is free; 
Have faith, have faith in God. 


we 
Christabel Pankhurst’s 
New Journal 


HRISTABEL PANKHURST"’S 

studies of current events in the light 
of Bible prophecy have been read eagerly 
by readers of THE SunpAy ScHoot Times, 
and now many will welcome the announce- 
ment that she is editing and publishing a 
monthly paper entitled Present and Future. 
The first issue is dated May, 1934, and 
is a handsome, easily read journal of eight 


HOTEL PARKSIDE 


NEW YORK 


In Gramercy Park 
ONE OF NEW YORK’S NICEST HOTELS 








Near all the denominational head- 
quarters and Mission Boards .. . 
convenient to all parts of the city. 


SINGLE ROOMS from $2.00 daily 
Attractive weekly and monthly rates 
MODERATE RESTAURANT PRICES 


In order to maintain its traditional high 
standards and homelike atmosphere 
The Parkside does not serve liquor. 


IRVING PLACE aT 20TH STREET 
Under Reliance Direction 








AMERICAN HOME BIBLE INSTITUTE 


1342 R. I, Ave., N. W., Washington, D.C. 
FUNDAMENTAL—NONSECTARIAN—COEDUCATIONAL. 
Local—Evening classes only. Correspondence School. 
ome Reading and Family Altar Series. 
No Charges— Voluntary Contributions. 


SPEND YOUR VACATION 


IN THE CATSKILLS 
Rest up at a Christian farm home. Good meals, 
bath, hot and cold water. Bathing, fishing, 
hiking. Reasonable rates. Write U.S. WOOD, 
HARVARD, NEW YORK, DEL. Co. 
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large pages, well set up and arranged as to 
headings and typography. “Whither the 
World?” is the leading article; there are 
“Notes and Comments” on current items, 
and other articles discuss “Foreknowing 
the Future,’ “Reason and Theology,” 
“Some Signs of the Times,” “A Modern 
Roman Empire?” 

Miss Pankhurst is one of the best in- 
formed students of prophecy in the world 
today, and all that she writes makes a 
legitimate and needed challenge to both 
believers and unbelievers. 

“No charge is made for Present and 
Future because of its definite and special 
appeal to the many who are as yet un- 
aware, or unconvinced, of the truth it seeks 
to convey. Reliance is, therefore, placed 
upon the voluntary support of those who 
believe this truth and wish to spread it 
far and wide. Contributions to the cost 
of producing and circulating Present and 
Future may be addressed to the Editor at 
16, Baker Street, London, W. 1., England, 
and copies of the paper may be had free 
of charge by writing to the same address.” 


A Christian Camp for Girls 


GAIN this summer hundreds of girls 
will turn happy, eager faces toward 
Girls’ Camp Pinnacle, in the Helderberg 
Mountains. This camp, affording simple, 
healthful outdoor living, in beautiful sur- 
roundings amid strong Christian: influences, 
has solved the vacation problem of countless 
girls as well as the problem of careful 
parents who are looking for just such a 
place to which to send their young people. 
The camp not only offers enjoyable rec- 
reation, but there is an attractive program 
of conferences running through the sum- 
mer and giving an added value to the 
vacation season. There are College, High 
School Girls’, School Girls’, Sunday School, 
Young Women’s Bible, Student, and Mis- 
sionary Conferences, with such well-known 
speakers as Wade C. Smith, L. Sale-Har- 
rison, Isaac Page, L. L. Legters, Harry 
Vom Bruch, and Mrs. Arthur F. Tylee. 
The cost is only $8 a week, plus $1 reg- 
istration fee. A leaflet giving full informa- 
tion may be had from*the Young Women’s 
Bible Training Movement, 281 State Street, 
Albany, N. Y. 





we 
Dr. Gray's Summer Engagements 


HE many friends of Dr. James M. 

Gray, President of the Moody Bible 
Institute, will be glad to know of his 
engagements for the summer, which are 
as follows: 





July 15.—Miami Valley Chautauqua, Dayton, 
Ohio. 

July 22-25.—Clear Creek Mountain Springs, 
Pineville, Ky. 

August 5.—Moody Bible Institute Conference, 
Lake Harbor, Mich. 

August 7—Moody Day, Gull Lake. Mich. 
August 10-12.—Pine Lodge Bible Conference, 
Holland, Mich. 

August 16, 17.—Winona Lake, Ind. 

August’ 23, 24.—Central New York Bible Con- 
ference, Homer, N. Y. 

August 26.—First Baptist Church, New York, 
N.Y: 


August 27, 28.—Stony Brook Bible Conference, 
Stony Brook, L. I., N. Y. 

September 2.—Illinois Fundamentals Associa- 
tion Conference, Cedar Lake, Ind. 
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UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons 
stand for and proclaim 
the heart of the Gospel 








Union periodicals aim to present only construc- 
tive truth, They refrain from controversial dis- 


cussion of doctrines which are not fundamental 
and on which evangelical Christians hold 
varying views. They are thoroughly practical 
as well as Biblically sound. 

Write for free specimen copies 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 














Season 
Summer 


WITH THE SEA 


A seashore holiday givcs surpass- 
ing zest to summer. Especially at 
Chalfonte-Haddon Hall where, 
aside from an inspiring adjacence 
to the ocean, you may indulge to 
the full that desire for excitement 
or repose. If the sight of sand and 
the savor of salt air release a re- 
pressed bouyancy within you, our 
game rooms, concerts and varied 





diversions will help work off ex- 
uberance. Also golf, tennis, swim- 
ming, beach cabanas, and an ocean 
full of fish. Or just be lazy, if 
you’d rather. Read in the cool, 
quiet lounges. Drowse on our 
breeze-swept Ocean Decks. En- 
joy rejuvenation in our modern 
health baths. Eat well and sleep 
well, with care a nonentity. You'll 
soon decide what our guests say is 
true, that here is the one place to 
spend a seashore holiday. If the 
family is with you, so much the 
better, for Chalfonte-Haddon Hall 
is primarily a family hotel. Write 
for reservations. American and 
European plans. 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 


Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall 


ATLANTIC CITY 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 2 to 8 
Mon.—2 Chronicles 14 : 1-5. 
Asa Abandons Idolatry. 
PraYER SuGGestions: Idolatry substi- 
tutes a lie for the truth of God and changes 
the glory of God into an image. It is vain, 
foolish, abominable, irrational, and provoca- 
tive of the wrath of God. Asa took away 
idolatrous places of worship and called 
upon Judah to turn to the Lord. God hon- 
ored the good deed and the king, and gave 
the land rest for ten years. Prosperity fol- 
lowed; and enemies were defeated. In this 
time of national crisis we should seek the 
Lord and rely upon his mercy and power. 
Abandonment of idolatry placed Asa on 
praying ground. The Lord wrought for 
him marvelously in answer to prayer (vs. 
9-12). Pray for the South Wales Bible 
Training Institute, Porth (Glam.), Eng. 
Pray for the son of the late founder (R. 
B. Jones), Geraint L. Jones, who has taken 
up his father’s editorial pen. 


Tues.—2 Chronicles 15 : 1-12. Asa Relies on God. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: National reforma- 
tion and covenant with God assured Asa of 
divine help and Satanic opposition. If 
God wants a thing done, the Devil doesn’t. 
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LIGHT AND LIFE PRESS 
1132 Washington Blvd. CHICAGO, ILL. 
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Asa put away abominations, renewed the 
altar of the Lord, and would not allow even 
his mother to stand in the way of his 
sweeping reformation. This he did, and 
succeeded, because he relied on his God. 
“The whole movement began,” as Dr. 
James M. Gray reminds us, “with one 
Spirit-filled man” (v. 1). Pray for the 
New Testament Missionary Union, founded 
by John Hay, La Choza, Posadas, Argen- 
tine, South America, 


Wed.—Job 13:1-16. Job Relies on God. 

Prayer SuGcEsTions: Job’s friends, by 
revealing their vain reasoning, deceit, and 
man-pleasing spirit, drove him to depend 
wholly upon God (v. 16). David, similarly 
distressed and disappointed, said in haste, 
“All men are liars.” Saints can: do better 
at the Throne of Grace than anywhere else 
in the world. Our best friends misunder- 
stand; but God knows all, and will keep 
all the secrets we entrust to him “Trust 
ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord 
JEHOVAH is everlasting strength” (Isa. 
26:4). Pray for Israel. The use being 
made of the document, the so-called “Pro- 
tocols of the elders of Zion,’ to stir up 
hatred against the Jewish people, is an 
urgent call to prayer for the scattercd 
nation. 


Thurs.—2 Kings 18 : 1-8. 
Hezekiah Relies on God. 
PrayYER SUGGESTIONS : Sometimes trouble 
comes upon trouble when we are in the 
pathway of obedience. Hezekiah, after re- 
moving the idolatrous customs, had a severe 
test of faith. Illness threatened his life, 
and the demand for the surrender of Jeru- 
salem by Sennacherib drove him to God 
for help. Troubles are like shepherd dogs 
sent to bring the sheep exposed to danger 
near to the Shepherd. Pray for the Dallas 
Colored Bible Institute, E. H. Ironside, 
Supt., 1209 St. Joseph Street, Dallas, Tex. 


Fri—Acts 7: 54-60. Stephen Relies on God. 
Prayer Succestions: “He, being full 
of the Holy Ghost, ... saw... and said.” 
The secret of Stephen’s life is thus briefly 
told. Reliance on God is due to acquaint- 
ance with God. The more we know him 
the more we want to trust him. The mar- 
tyr Stephen had drunk deeply of the Spirit 
of Christ in its sweetest exhibition. He 
closes his life with almost the identical 
prayer of the dying Saviour. Note that 
Stephen gives Christ’s Lordship promi- 
nence whenever he employs his name. 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” “Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge.” Let us 
in like manner honor Christ Jesus as Lord, 
and rely wholly on him. Pray for the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 











New York Headquarters for Sunday School Times Holy Land Tour 
Welcome to this Inn of Hospitality 


Near Famous Churches— Largest Department Stores — 
Empire State Building, and all Points of Interest. 


1000 Large, Quiet, Comfortable Rooms, all with Bath. 
For One Person from $2.00, for Two from $3.00 
(Nearest - Largest Hotel to Steamship Piers). 








PRINCE GEORGE HOTEL 


Sth Ave. and 28th St. NEW YORK —ALBURN M. GUTTERSON, Manager 
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C. Norton, Directors, 323 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 


Sat.—2 Timothy 4:1-8. Paul Relies on God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Times of apostasy 
had set in. Paul was approaching his tri- 
umphal departure: the shadows of the last 
hours were falling as he reports on what 
happened at his first defense: his confi- 
dence in God is stated in a lovely, thought- 
ful, final message. The time of departure 
was divinely indicated to the apostle; but 
his heart was full of joy and peace, like 
that of a soldier at discharge, and corona- 
tion; and like a weary home-sick sailor 
turning toward home. How is it with the 
reader in these stressful days? Is it — 
“All my trust on THEE is stayed”? Pray 
for the Shantymen’s Christian Association 
of North America, 366 Bay Street, To- 
ronto. 


Sun.—Psalm 27:1-5. David Relies on God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The ancient title 
for this Psalm indicates it as one of David 
before he was anointed. It may be taken 
therefore as a life principle. It expresses 
the strongest confidence in God. It sets 
forth the fullest assurance of faith. In 
times of great distress the saints have 
been wont to sing of this beautiful strong 
assurance of hope in God, and to utter this 
prayer for his gracious interposition. If 
God is ours, and guides, controls, and keeps, 
what should we fear? If he is on our side 
our most powerful adversaries shall be as 
a rolling thing before the wind. Pray for 
Central American Mission, 3611 Congress 
Avenue, Dallas, Tex. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2—One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2 each, per year. One copy, 
five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by special 
request. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 5@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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